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Foreword 


Come  one  has  said  that  it  is  most  "Baptistic"  to  be  erecting  a  church  building!  Baptists  every- 
where, as  well  as  others,  are  building.  The  erection  of  a  house  of  worship  is  a  historic 
event  in  the  life  of  a  congregation.  The  First  Baptist  Church,  Hendersonville,  N.  C,  organized 
October  8,  1844,  has  had  two  homes.  The  first  one  was  located  near  Main  Street  on  what  is 
now  Caswell  Street.  On  September  22,  1889  the  congregation  moved  to  its  second  home 
at  the  corner  of  Fourth  Avenue,  and  Washington  Street.  This  structure  was  occupied  until 
December  4,  1954.  The  people  had  hoped  and  prayed  many  years  about  a  new  sanctuary.  Now 
this  building  has  been  constructed:  a  fond  dream  has  become  a  reality. 

The  entering  of  such  a  building  as  this  deserves  dramatic  recognition.  Thus  the  history  that 
was  prepared  by  Mr.  C.  F.  Jervis  for  the  Centennial  Celebration  in  1944  has  been  revised  and 
brought  up  to  date  by  him  and  is  hereby  offered  for  your  pleasure  and  information.  In  addition, 
many  photographs  have  been  included.  It  is  with  special  delight  that  we  present  for  the  first 
time  the  gallery  of  pictures  of  former  ministers  of  the  church.  No  word  could  adequately  express 
our  gratitude  to  Miss  Myrtle  Bennett  who  so  faithfully  sought  and  found  pictures  of  all  but 
three  of  these  esteemed  brethren. 

Some  pictures  have  in  all  likelihood  been  left  out  that  should  have  been  included.  Mistakes 
have  been  made  that  might  have  been  avoided.  We  hope  that  enough  of  the  right  things  have 
been  included  so  as  to  make  the  book  acceptable  to  the  membership.  It  is  our  hope  that  this  book 
may  make  a  contribution  toward  a  proper  celebration  of  this  historic  event. 
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DEDICATION 

We  would  gratefully  dedicate  this  sketch  to  all  those 
faithful  members,  who  at  any  time  throughout  the  years, 
have  added  even  one  little  spark  to  the  Christian  Fire 
kindled  on  October  8,   1844,  by  those 

Heroes   and   Heroines   of   Faith, 

OUR  CHARTER  MEMBERS: 

J.  B.  THOMAS  ELISHA  KING 

LUCY  THOMAS  MARY  KING 

DANIEL  PACE  REBECCA  KING 

SARAH  PACE  ELIZABETH  WITZEL 

JOSEPH  KING  G.  W.  SHACKLEFORD 

BENJAMIN  KING  MARY  HART 

MARY  ANN  KING  MARIAH  PACE 


MACK  MASHBURN  GOSS 

Pastor  September,  1951 — 


MACK  MASHBURN  GOSS 

Mack  Mashbum  Goss  was  born  in  a  rural  community  in  Cherokee  County,  Georgia,  near  Can- 
ton, the  County  seat.  His  father  was  a  country  preacher,  who,  as  all  rural  ministers  in  that  section 
of  Georgia,  at  that  time,  had  to  supplement  the  family  income  by  farming  and  other  manual  work. 
The  children,  of  whom  there  were  six,  made  their  contribution  as  they  grew  up. 

Mr.  Goss  was  graduated  from  Canton  High  School  and  from  Mercer  University.  For  his  semi- 
nary work  he  attended  Andover  Newton  Theological  Seminary,  Newton  Centre,  Massachusetts, 
from  which  he  graduated.  During  his  college  days,  he  served  as  pastor  of  three  rural  churches  in 
southeast  Georgia.  While  at  Andover  Newton,  he  was  pastor  of  the  church  at  North  Grafton, 
Massachusetts.  After  graduation  he  served  two  half-time  churches,  at  Tate  and  Jasper,  Georgia. 
His  South  Carolina  pastorates  were  at  Walhalla,  Summeiville,  and  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Hartsville. 

While  in  South  Carolina  Mr.  Goss  served  for  ten  years  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Connie  Maxwell  Children's  Home,  and  for  two  years  as  Pastor-adviser  of  the  Baptist  Stu- 
dent Union.  He  was  a  member  of  the  committee  recommending  the  removal  of  Furman  Uni- 
versity from  its  present  site  to  a  new  location  north  of  the  city  of  Greenville.  At  Hartsville  he  led 
in  the  Centennial  Celebration  of  the  Hartsville  Church  in  1950.  The  history  of  the  Hartsville 
church  written  for  that  occasion  has  received  convention-wide  recognition  through  the  Baptist 
Historical  Commission  as  a  model  history.  On  various  occasions  Mr.  Goss  has  served  as  speaker  at 
Furman  University,  The  Citadel,  Clemson  College,  Winthrop,  Limestone,  and  Coker  Colleges. 
He  has  contributed  articles  to  The  Builder,  Open  Windows,  and  the  Training  Union  Magazine. 

Mr.  Goss  entered  upon  his  work  at  the  Hendersonville  church  on  the  second  Sunday  in  Sep- 
tember, 1951.  His  pastorate  has  been  characterized  by  constructive  growth  along  all  lines,  and 
especially  by  the  construction  of  the  new  sanctuary.  His  contribution  to  our  denominational  life  is 
not  only  local,  but  also  state  and  convention-wide.  He  has  been  president  of  the  local  Pastors' 
conference,  and  is  now  moderator  of  the  Carolina  Association.  He  has  served  one  term  on  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Children's  Homes,  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Historical  Commission  of  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  State  Convention,  and  is  presently  serving 
as  a  member  of  the  Relief  and  Annuity  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  He  has 
recently  been  placed  on  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Hospital  at  Winston- 
Salem. 

Notwithstanding  his  busy  church  life,  Mr.  Goss  has  had  twenty-two  years'  experience  in  the 
work  of  the  Rotary  Club,  and  has  found  time  to  do  post  graduate  work  at  both  Columbia  Uni- 
versity and  the  University  of  Chicago. 

Mr.  Goss  was  married  to  Miss  Katherine  Hillhouse  of  Waynesboro,  Georgia,  whose  con- 
tribution to  his  life  and  ministry  can  not  be  overestimated.  Mrs.  Goss  is  a  graduate  of  Wes- 
leysan  College,  Macon,  Georgia,  and  ever  since  coming  to  Hendersonville,  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  die  faculty  of  Flat  Rock  High  School.  The  two  Goss  children  are  Miller  and  Mary  Nell. 


message  from  the 
PASTOR 

Dear  First  Baptist  Friends: 

How  fortunate  I  am  to  have  been  your  pastor  these  six  years!  When  I  came 
to  you  the  Church  was  getting  settled  in  the  new  Education  Building  which  had 
been  erected  a  year  before.  After  a  year  or  two  the  space  in  the  new  building  was 
being  used  to  the  maximum.  By  hard  work  and  sacrificial  giving  we  finished  pay- 
ing for  the  Education  Building  by  the  end  of  1952.  Everyone  talked  and  prayed 
about  the  new  sanctuary.  We  have  labored  under  a  severe  handicap  for  almost 
three  years,  holding  all  our  services  in  the  Education  Building.  While  it  has  been 
difficult  to  go  through  this  period  of  waiting  and  transition,  I  am  glad  to  say  that 
I  remember  primarily  the  pleasant  experiences.  Going  into  the  new  building  is 
the  reaching  of  a  high  mark  in  the  history  of  the  Church.  On  this  significant 
occasion  I  congratulate  you  and  thank  God  for  youl 

Mack  M.  Goss 


Message  from 

Former  President  of  the 

Baptist  State  Convention 

Bev.  Mack  Goss,  Pastor 
First  Baptist  Church 
Hendersonville,  N.  C. 

Dear  Brother  Goss: 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  congratulate  you 
and  the  great  First  Baptist  Church  of  Hen- 
dersonville, North  Carolina,  on  its  marvel- 
ous accomplishment  in  bringing  to  com- 
pletion one  of  the  most  beautiful  sanctuaries 
of  worship  in  all  the  land.  I  am  sure  it  will 
afford  the  Baptist  Church  of  Hendersonville 
ample  facilities  for  beautiful  Christian  wor- 
ship and  greatly  extend  the  Kingdom  of 
God  from  here  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 
Incidentally,  I  am  proud  of  my  connection 
with  this  great  First  Baptist  Church,  and  of 
my  pastor  whose  leadership  has  marked  an 
epoch  in  our  church  life. 
Yours  sincerely, 


^^jlS^i^-wjy 


Message  from  the 

President  of  the 

Baptist  Southern  Convention 

The  Bev.  Mack  M.  Goss 
First  Baptist  Church 
Hendersonville,  North  Carolina 

Dear  Brother  Goss: 

I  am  happy  to  learn  of  the  com- 
pletion of  your  new  sanctuary  and 
am  writing  to  congratulate  you  and 
your  congregation  upon  this  achieve- 
ment. I  wish  I  might  be  with  you  to 
enjoy  the  ceremony  in  connection 
with  this  milestone,  but  since  that  is 
not  possible  I  would  apprecate  your 
letting  your  people  know  how  happy 
I  am  to  learn  of  your  progress.  I  trust 
that  sometime  I  can  visit  Henderson- 
ville First  Church. 

Sincerely  yours, 


JCC:km 


J.  C.  Canipe 

Former  President  Baptist  State 

Convention  of  N.  C. 


Brooks  Hays 
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Mrs.  W.  A.  Garren 
President  of  the  W.M.U. 


W.  B.  Sinclair 
Chairman  of  the  Deacons 
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W.  M.  Sitton,  Jr. 

Chairman  of  the  Finance 

Committee 


C.  F.  Jervis 

Sunday  School  Superintendent 

Church  Clerk 
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George  C.  Peebles 
Church  Treasurer 


James  C.  Dishner 
Training  Union  Director 
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T.  B.  Meadows 
President  of  the  Brotherhood 


Frank  Neville 
Sponsor,  Junior  Brotherhood 


OUR   PASTORS 


1844 James  Blythe— also   1859 

1855 Nelson  Bowen— also   1871 

1858 T.  Butler  Justice— also  1872 

1860 G.  S.   Jones 

1873 Elijah  Allison 

1875 D.  B.  Nelson 

1882 Joseph  E.   Carter 

1885 J.  B.  Boone 

1889 John  Mitchell 

1891 D.  A.  Glenn 

1895 D.  S.  Gibson 

1899 W.  L.  Richards 


1901 A.  R.   Love 

1907 M.  L.  Lawson 

1908 John  G.  Hughes 

1910  K.  W.  Cawthon 

1918 E.  E.  Bomar 

1926 Arthur  Jackson 

1932 W.  Herschel  Ford 

1934 Broadus  E.  Jones 

1936 Broadus  E.  Wall 

1943 O.  M.   Seigler 

1949 D.  H.  Daniel 

1951 Mack  M.  Goss 


MINISTERS    ORDAINED    BY    OUR    CHURCH 


Benjamin  King November  9,  1849 

Nelson  Bowen August  17,  1854 

G.  S.  Jones September  1,  1861 

B.  P.  Robertson August  11,  1888 

James   M.   Justice August  18,  1907 

Gartner  C.  Briggs September  10,  1919 


J.  Perry  Carter August  24,  1924 

James  P.  Harrelson September  27,  1939 

Zeb   Brookshire September  11,  1946 

Allard  Garren August  16,  1950 

John  Folds  Rymer November  30,  1952 

Alvin  G.  Jones May  22,  1957 


MISSIONARY    FROM    OUR    CHURCH 

James    M.  Justice Argentina 

Ordained    by   this    church,    went    as    missionary    to    Argentina 
under    the    appointment    of   the    Foreign    Mission    Board. 


HISTORY 


THE    SETTING 

It  was  the  eighth  day  of  October  in  that  momentous 
year  1844.  There  had  probably  been  an  early  frost  in 
Western  North  Carolina  and  the  leaves  on  Jump-Off 
were  turning  golden.  Not  many  people  were  living  in 
the  little  village  of  Hendersonville,  there  being  perhaps 
fewer  than  400  scattered  over  these  hills  and  valleys. 
Interest  in  public  matters  was  running  high.  The  tele- 
graph had  been  invented  only  four  months.  That  native 
North  Carolinian,  James  K.  Polk  was  to  be  elected  to 
the  Presidency  thirty  days  later.  War  with  Mexico  was 
on  the  horizon. 

Notwithstanding  these  matters  of  national  interest, 
there  was  still  room  within  the  hearts  of  the  people 
for  matters  of  a  local  interest,  and  especially  for  those 
of  a  religious  nature.  There  was  a  deep  and  recognized 
need — there  was  not  a  church  of  any  description  within 
the  village. 

True,  to  the  north-west  was  French  Broad  Baptist 
Church,  established  in  1792;  to  the  north-east  was 
Ebenezer  Baptist  Church,  organized  in  1813;  to  the 
south  was  Mud  Creek  Baptist  Church  set  up  in  1804, 
and  also  St.  Johns  in  the  Wilderness,  an  Episcopal 
Church  with  its  origin  in  1834. 

But  there  burned  within  the  hearts  of  a  few  people 
the  desire  for  a  Baptist  Church  nearer  the  center  of 
population. 

THE    ORGANIZATION 

Therefore,  on  the  date  mentioned  above,  a  little 
band  of  very  earnest  men  and  women  met  and  organized 
the  Hendersonville  Baptist  Church.  It  will  prove  of 
interest  to  note  here  that  the  Methodists  and  the  Presby- 
terians set  up  their  churches  eight  years  later,  and 
the  Episcopalians  nineteen  years  later.  Although  the 
records  do  not  state  from  what  churches  the  charter 
members  came,  from  information  gathered  by  Mrs.  Sadie 
S.  Patton  and  Rev.  A.  I.  Justice,  there  is  good  evidence 
to  believe  that  they  came  from  the  neighboring  churches 
of  Mud  Creek,  French  Broad,  and  Ebenezer. 

An  abstract  from  the  minutes  of  the  first  meeting 
will  prove  interesting:  "Believing  as  we  do,  that  the 
Lord  having  impressed  on  the  minds  of  some  of  his 
humble  followers  the  necessity  of  establishing  a  church 
in  the  town  of  Hendersonville,  and  hoping  that  it  will 
redound  to  His  glory  and  to  our  everlasting  good,  we 
determined  to  do  so,  and  accordingly  met  at  the  above 
named  place  on  the  eighth  day  of  October,  A.D.  1844, 
at  which  time  and  place  we  were  met  by  Elder  Thomas 
Stradley,    John    Chasteen,    Merrit    Rickman,    William 


Hanes,  Jonathan  King,  and  Joseph  Evans,  who  officiated 
as  a  presbytery.  With  the  following  members  present, 
they  proceeded  to  constitute  us  as  an  independent  body 
to  be  called  the  Hendersonville  Church,  namely:  J.  B. 
Thomas  and  his  wife,  Lucy,  as  deacon  and  deaconess, 
respectively;  Daniel  Pace  and  his  wife,  Sarah;  Joseph 
King,  Benjamin  King,  and  his  wife,  Mary  Ann;  Elisha 
King  and  his  wife,  Mary;  Rebecca  King,  consort  of 
Elder  Benjamin  King,  deceased;  Elizabeth  Witzel, 
George  W.  Shackleford,  Mary  Hart,  and  Mariah  Pace." 

Thus  was  laid  with  its  humble  beginning,  eight 
women  and  six  men,  the  foundation  of  what  is  now  our 
First  Baptist  Church. 

At  the  organization  meeting  the  following  articles 
of  faith  were  adopted: 

1 — We  believe  in  the  only  living  and  true  God,  and 
that  there  are  three  Persons  in  the  God-head,  the  Father, 
the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  that  these  three  are 
one  in  substance  and  equal  in  power  and  in  glory. 

2 — We  believe  the  scriptures  of  the  Old  and  the 
New  Testaments  are  the  Word  of  God,  and  the  only 
rule  of  faith  and  practice. 

3 — We  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  original  sin. 

4 — We  believe  in  man's  impotency  to  recover  him- 
self from  the  fallen  state  in  which  he  is,  by  his  own  free 
will  or  ability. 

5 — We  believe  that  sinners  are  justified  in  the  sight 
of  God  only  by  the  imputed  righteousness  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

6 — We  believe  that  the  Saints  shall  persevere  in 
grace,  and  that  they  shall  never  fall  finally  away. 

7 — We  believe  that  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper 
are  ordinances  instituted  by  Christ,  and  that  true  be- 
lievers are  the  only  proper  subjects  thereof. 

8 — We  believe  that  there  is  only  one  mode  of  bap- 
tism taught  in  the  scriptures  and  that  is  by  immersion. 

9 — We  believe  that  no  person  has  the  right  to  ad- 
minister the  ordinances  except  those  who  are  regu- 
larly called  and  qualified  thereunto. 

10 — We  believe  that  no  man  should  be  ordained 
to  the  ministry  without  the  unanimous  voice  of  the 
church  to  which  he  belongs. 

11 — We  believe  in  the  Resurrection  of  the  dead  and 
a  general  judgment  to  come,  and  that  the  punishment 
of  the  wicked  shall  be  everlasting,  and  the  joys  of  the 
righteous  eternal. 

12- — We,  the  members  above  named,  agreeing  to 
the  above  articles  of  faith,  do,  for,  and  in  behalf  of 
ourselves,  covenant  and  agree  to  give  ourselves  up  to 
each  other  in  church  and  Christian  fellowship  in  order 


FORMER  MINISTERS 


Nelson  Bowen 

1855-1858  and  1871-1872 


Thomas  B.  Justice  G.  S.  Jones 

1858-1859  and  1872-1873  1860  -  1871 


Elijah  Allison 

1873  -  1875 


D.  B.  Nelson 

1875  -  1882 


Joseph  E.  Carter 

1882  -  1885 


J.  B.  Boone 

1885  -  1889 


John  Mitchell 
1889  -  1891 


S.  S.  Gibson  W.  L.  Richards 

1895  -  1899  1899  -  1901 


A.  R.  Love 

1901  -  1907 


John  G.  Hughes  K.  W.  Cawthon 

1908  -  1910  1910  -  1918 


E.  E.  Bomar 

1918  -   1926 


Arthur  Jackson 

1926  -  1932 


W.  Herschel  Ford 

1932  -  1934 


Broadus  E.  Jones  Broadus  E.  Wall 

1934  -  1936  1936  -  1943 


O.  M.  Seigler 

1943  -  1948 


D.  H.  Dantel 

1949  -  1951 


First  Baptist  Church  of  Hendersonvuxe 
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to  keep  up  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bonds  of  peace, 
and  to  assist  one  another  in  matters  of  distress,  and  to 
pray  for   the  prosperity   of   others. 

The  dedicatory  prayer  was  offered  by  Elder  William 
Hanes.  The  charge  was  given  to  the  church  by  Elder 
Thomas  Stradley,  Pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Asheville,  in  what  was  pronounced  by  the  acting 
clerk  as  being  "very  solemn  and  impressive,  setting 
forth  in  a  very  lucid  and  clear  manner  many  of  the 
most  important  duties  of  church  members." 

The  young  church  was  a  growing  church  from  the 
beginning.  Before  this  first  meeting  adjourned,  the  doors 


of  the  church  were  opened  and  Hosea  Leach  was  re- 
ceived for  baptism.  We  note  here  that  on  March  8, 
1856,  the  same  brother  was  unanimously  elected  to  the 
office  of  deacon.  In  the  minutes  of  the  second  meeting 
there  is  the  statement  that  Mary  Amanda  King  was 
received  by  experience  and  baptism. 

The  church  evidently  was  hungry  for  preaching,  for 
in  the  minutes  of  November  2,  1844,  there  is  the  state- 
ment that  Rev.  Thomas  Stradley  preached  the  first  ser- 
mon, being  followed  by  Rev.  John  Chasteen.  At  this 
meeting,  also,  Rev.  James  Blythe  was  elected  as  first 
pastor  for  a  term  of  one  year,  while  Benjamin  King 
was  chosen  as  first  clerk. 


JAMES    BLYTHE 


Rev.  James  Blythe  was  born  in  the  Big  Willow  sec- 
tion on  November  28,  1808.  He  was  baptized  in  the 
French  Broad  River  in  1835.  On  September  2,  1837, 
according  to  the  record,  "his  hands  were  loosed  to 
preach  wherever  he  was  called".  We  assume  that  he 
was  licensed  on  that  date,  for  he  was  ordained  a  short 
time  later  at  the  old  Baptist  Camp  Ground.  He  trans- 
ferred his  church  membership  from  Big  Willow  to  the 
Beulah  Church  when  the  two  churches  united  on  Sep- 
tember 25,  1860. 

He  served  as  the  Henderson  County  representative 
in  the  State  Legislature  in  1856  and  also  in  1873.  In  1868 
he  was  the  Henderson  County  senator,  and  in  1881 
after  he  had  moved  to  Polk  County,  he  again  served  in 
the  legislature.  About  the  year  1851  he  was  editor  of 
the  North  Carolina  Baptist  which  was  published  in 
Asheville,  and  in  1857  he  and  Rev.  N.  Bowen  pub- 
fished  the  Carolina  Baptist  in  Hendersonville.  The  only 
known  copy  of  the  latter  paper  is  in  the  library  of  the 
University  of  North  Carolina. 

The  record  states  that  he  assisted  in  the  organizing 
of  many  churches,  was  a  close  student  of  the  Bible  and 
an  enthusiastic  speaker.  His  pastorates  included  the 
Beulah  Church,  the  Hendersonville  Church,  and  other 
near-by  churches.  His  last  sermon  was  the  first  sermon 
ever  preached  in  the  Saluda  Baptist  Church,  which  he 
had  just  organized.  His  wife,  Martha  Nelson,  lived  until 
February  18,  1888.  He  died  on  December  14,  1897,  and 
was  buried  in  the  Refuge  cemetery.  Rev.  A.  I.  Justice 
preached  the  funeral,  using  as  a  text:  "I  have  fought  a 
good  fight,  I  have  finished  my  course,  I  have  kept  the 
faith". 

An  old  record  states  that  a  local  paper  in  1899  held 
up  publication  for  a  few  days  for  lack  of  a  picture  of 
James  Blythe,  and  none  was  available.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  Judge  O.  V.  F.  Blythe  was  a  grandson  of  his, 
and  that  Dr.  Fred  Brown  was  a  great  grandson. 


The  sisterly  relations  existing  between  the  Hen- 
dersonville Church  and  surrounding  churches  is  shown 
by  such  facts  as  the  following:  On  January  9,  1845,  a 
petition  was  received  from  the  Ebenezer  Church  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  and  sent  to  help  her  settle  a 
difficulty.  Then  later  at  the  December  meeting  our 
church  appointed  a  committee  to  visit  Beulah  Church 
and  request  her  to  change  her  day  of  preaching  so  that 
we  might  have  the  first  Sunday.  Upon  various  occasions 
our  church  petitioned  surrounding  churches  to  partici- 
pate with  us  in  observing  the  Lord's  Supper  or  to  assist 
in  the  ordination  of  deacons. 

From  the  code  of  by-laws  early  adopted  by  the 
church,  let  it  be  noted  that  all  members  must  attend 
every  service  of  the  church  except  in  cases  of  sickness 
or  absence  from  home.  Members  who  were  absent  for 
three  consecutive  times  might  expect  a  visit  from  a  com- 
mittee appointed  for  that  purpose.  The  selection  of  a 
pastor  must  be  by  a  two-thirds  majority,  while  other 
matters  were  settled  by  a  majority  vote. 

The  minutes  of  the  meetings  of  those  early  days 
testify  to  the  fine  fellowship  existing  among  the  members 
of  the  church.  For  a  long  period  of  time  almost  all  the 
minutes  begin  with  the  simple  statement  that  the  church 
met  in  love  and  fellowship. 

For  at  least  four  years  after  its  organization  the 
church  had  no  building  of  its  own.  Services  were  held 
in  the  court  house  or  in  the  buildings  of  near-by  church 
organizations.  When  this  fact  is  taken  into  consideration, 
it  is  easy  to  understand  the  notation  in  the  minutes  of 
October  11,  1846:  "Meeting  disappointed  on  Saturday 
by  the  interference  of  court."  During  1847  and  1848  the 
church  meetings  very  often  were  held  at  Mud  Creek 
Church.  Several  of  the  minutes  of  this  period  have  as 
their  heading,   Mud   Creek  Church. 

The  minutes  of  July  22,  1848,  indicate  the  first  step 
taken  toward  the  securing  of  a  house  in  which  to  worship. 
Note  the  following  paragraph: 
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"We  appoint  our  well-beloved  brethren,  Elder  J.  Blythe, 
Squire  Morgan,  and  Benjamin  King  as  commissioners  in  the  name 
of  the  Hendersonville  Church  to  take  title  to  a  certain  lot  in 
the  town  of  Hendersonville  heretofore  donated  by  the  magistrates 
of  Henderson  County  to  the  Baptist  Church  in  said  town." 

This  fact  is  further  corroborated  by  the  records  in 
Deed  Book  Number  Four,  page  47,  of  the  records  of 
Henderson  County  and  dated  October  the  fourth,  1848, 
with  the  following  notation:  From  Henry  T.  Farmer, 
Chairman  of  the  County  Court  to  James  Blythe,  Squire 
Morgan,  and  Benjamin  King,  Trustees  of  the  Hender- 
sonville Baptist  Church,  consideration  $50.00.  The  lot 
to  which  reference  was  made  was  lot  number  47,  which 
probably  occupied  all  the  ground  on  Main  Street  now 
bounded  on  the  north  by  Barnwell  Street,  on  the  east 
by  King  Street,  on  the  south  by  Caswell  Street,  and  on 
the  west  by  Main  Street. 

THE   HOUSE    OF   WORSHIP 

It  is  somewhat  peculiar  that  the  records  do  not  give 
any  details  concerning  the  building  of  the  old  house  of 
worship.  There  is  no  record  as  to  die  exact  date  of  its 
construction,  though  indirectly  we  may  infer  that  it  was 
constructed  shortly  after  the  year  1850.  The  minutes  of 
October  7,  1854,  state  that  a  subscription  was  taken 
with  which  to  purchase  a  stove  and  a  bell  for  the  use 
of  the  church.  On  May  12,  1855,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  have  some  work  done  on  the  house  of  worship; 
thus,  the  building  was  evidently  completed  by  die  year 
1854. 

The  records  do  not  give  a  description  of  the  build- 
ing. Some  of  the  statements  made  in  the  little  centennial 
sketch  of  1944  were  probably  erroneous,  and  we  give 
below  a  description,  the  main  facts  of  which  were  furn- 
ished by  Henry  Sunofsky,  of  Kell,  Indiana,  and  L.  T. 
Dermid,  both  of  whom  had  seen  the  building  many 
times.  The  church  building  was  a  brick  structure,  high, 
one  story,  about  40  feet  by  80  feet  in  size,  with  a  front 
vestibule,  one  entrance  door,  and  two  aisles  ending  in 
a  square  before  the  pulpit.  Over  the  rear  was  a  gallery, 
said  to  have  been  constructed  for  die  use  of  the  colored 
people  attending  the  services.  It  stood  on  the  north  side 
of  Caswell  Street,  and  faced  the  south.  The  old  cemetery 
was  on  the  east  and  north-east  of  the  building.  It  was 
in  this  building  that  the  Baptist  people  worshipped  until 
September  22,  1889,  when  the  first  service  was  held 
in  a  new  structure  on  Fourth  Avenue  West  and  Washing- 
ton Street. 

COLORED    MEMBERS 

That  colored  people  formed  a  large  part  of  the 
membership  is  confirmed  by  the  minutes  in  various 
places.  On  November  9,  1849,  black  girl  Annas  and 
black  boy  Ned  joined  by  letter,  while  on  March  10, 
1854,  Col.  V.  Ripley's  black  girl  Mary  was  admitted 
without  a  letter  upon  evidence  that  she  had  not  had 


the  opportunity  to  apply  for  one.  From  the  expression, 
"At  a  meeting  of  the  colored  church"  found  so  often 
in  the  minutes,  we  may  infer  that  very  often  there  were 
services  for  the  colored  part  of  the  membership.  These 
seem  to  have  been  held  on  Sunday  afternoons  at  3:00 
o'clock.  However,  some  of  the  white  people  must  have 
attended  also,  as  the  records  of  such  meetings  were  in- 
variably signed  by  the  white  clerks,  and  there  is  not  to 
be  found  anywhere  a  reference  to  any  colored  leaders. 

From  the  beginning  the  church  enjoyed  a  very  sub- 
stantial growth.  For  a  great  number  of  years  there  was 
hardly  a  meeting  without  the  addition  of  members, 
sometimes  as  many  as  four  or  five  at  a  time.  On  February 
25,  1855,  the  church  roll  was  increased  by  the  addition 
of  twenty  members,  there  being  one  colored  member 
among  them.  At  the  close  of  a  very  soul  stirring  meeting 
in  February,  I860,  there  was  an  addition  to  the  church 
membership  of  thirty-four  members,  nineteen  white  and 
fifteen  colored.  The  record  states  that  the  house  was  in- 
sufficient to  accommodate  the  large  and  respectable 
audiences  which  attended  from  day  to  day. 

January  13,  1856,  must  have  been  an  extremely 
bad  day,  as  the  minutes  read:  No  meeting  in  conse- 
quence of  bad  weather. 

PLEDGES 

We  find  that  die  making  of  pledges  in  a  Baptist 
Church  is  no  recent  innovation.  On  August  12,  1854, 
there  was  passed  a  motion  to  pledge  $5.00  for  missionary 
labor  during  the  associational  year.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  next  year  thirty-four  members  pledged  the  total 
amount  of  $69.00  for  pastor's  salary,  there  being  three 
pledges  of  five  dollars.  Next  year  the  pledges  were  in- 
creased to  $91.00,  with  one  pledge  of  $20.00  and  one  of 
$10.00.  A  similar  amount  was  pledged  the  following 
year. 

SATURDAY    SERVICES 

Throughout  the  early  years  services  were  held  on 
Saturday  before  the  regular  preaching  day  on  Sunday. 
The  underlying  motive  of  such  a  custom  was  not  only 
one  of  worship,  but  also  one  of  transacting  the  business 
of  the  church  on  a  week  day  rather  than  on  Sunday. 
There  are  living  today  many  people  who  still  remember 
with  pleasure  some  of  those  old  Saturday  meeting  days 
in  various  churches. 

Upon  several  occasions  attempts  were  made  to  dis- 
continue die  practice.  At  least  twice,  motions  for  such 
procedure  were  passed  by  the  church.  But  in  both  cases, 
the  action  was  rescinded  on  the  following  meeting  day. 
Thus,  the  Saturday  meeting  continued  a  very  vital  part 
of  die  church  life  until  February  12,  1876,  when  it  was 
decided  to  change  the  time  of  meeting  from  the  second 
Sabbath  in  every  mondi  to  the  first  and  third  Sabbaths 
with  a  business  session  at  3:00  o'clock  on  the  afternoon 
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of  the  first  Sabbath.  The  latter  practice  seems  to  have 
been  continued  for  a  number  of  years,  but  beginning 
with  January  3,  1893,  we  find  the  church  transacting  its 
business  regularly  at  the  Sunday  morning  service. 
Throughout  the  remaining  part  of  the  century,  business 
was  transacted  at  times  on  Sunday  morning,  at  other 
times,  on  Wednesday  night. 

CHURCH    DISCIPLINE 

The  church  of  the  old  days  was  characterized  by 
strict  discipline.  It  did  not  hesitate,  at  times,  to  with- 
draw fellowship  from  members,  or  even  to  exclude  them 
from  membership.  In  February  1853  charges  were 
brought  against  a  certain  member  for  dancing.  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  confer  with  him.  Upon  his 
giving  them  no  satisfaction,  he  was  unanimously  ex- 
cluded at  the  April  meeting.  The  minutes  record  numer- 
ous instances  in  which  charges  were  brought  against 
members  for  dram-drinking.  Many  times  such  action 
was  face-to-face.  Upon  these  occasions,  the  accused  mem- 
bers were  asked  to  make  their  own  statements.  Very 
often,  fellowship  was  withdrawn  from  them  even  after 
they  had  asked  to  be  forgiven.  It  seems  that  in  certain 
cases  they  must  serve  a  term  of  probation  before  being 
fully  restored.  If  an  accused  member  was  not  present, 
he  was  notified  to  be  present  at  the  next  regular  meet- 
ing, when  his  case  would  be  handled  upon  its  merits. 
When  asked  to  state  the  status  of  a  member  from  whom 
fellowship  had  been  withdrawn,  the  pastor  replied,  "He 
can  not  participate  in  any  of  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  church,  and  neither  can  he  vote  nor  take  com- 
munion." 

The  early  church  member  was  characterized  by 
an  extreme  frankness  even  in  his  own  case.  Thus,  very 
often  we  find  a  member  rising  in  the  meeting  and 
acknowledging  some  fault,  even  though  he  had  not  been 
accused.  A  certain  member  was  guilty,  according  to 
the  way  he  expressed  it  himself,  of  using  some  very 
unbecoming  language.  Upon  his  voluntary  confession,  he 
was  immediately  forgiven  and  restored  to  full  fellow- 
ship. There  was  also  an  occasion  in  which  a  member 
arose  and  confessed  to  dram-drinking,  whereupon,  he 
was  followed  by  several  others  in  succession,  some  of 
them  officers  in  the  church,  who  confessed  to  similar 
deeds.  One  record  closes  with  this  statement:  "After 
much  unnecessary  discussion,  the  conference  adjourned". 

On  December  13,  1862,  a  resolution  was  passed 
unanimously  that  the  clerk  make  a  roll  of  all  the  mem- 
bers, that  such  roll  be  called  at  every  conference 
meeting,  that  all  absentees  be  marked  and  required  to 
give  the  reason  at  the  following  conference.  Soon  after- 
ward, we  find  a  certain  member  addressing  a  communi- 
cation to  the  church  to  the  effect  that  he  regarded  him- 
self unfit  and  unworthy  of  church  membership,  and  so 
requested  the  church  "to  cut  him  off".  He  was  promptly 


"cut  off"  on  a  charge  of  general  negligence,  indifference, 
and  non-attendance. 

ASSOCIATIONS 

In  1845  the  Hendersonville  Church  joined  the 
Salem  Association  which,  according  to  Benedict's  History 
of  the  Baptists,  had  been  organized  in  1838  and  was  the 
strongest  numerically  of  all  the  five  associations  in  the 
western  part  of  the  state.  After  three  years,  however, 
the  Hendersonville  Church  with  six  others  withdrew 
and  formed  the  Union  Association  in  which  it  remained 
for  the  next  ten  years.  Then  it  went  back  to  the  Salem 
Association  and  remained  there  until  the  dissolution  of 
this  association  in  1882  for  the  purpose  of  giving  way 
to  county  organizations.  It  then  joined  the  Henderson 
County  Association  and  remained  a  member  until  this 
association  was  dissolved  in  1887,  at  which  time  all 
churches  which  had  composed  it  united  with  the  Caro- 
lina Association,  in  which  organization  ours  has  been 
one  of  the  leading  churches  for  a  period  of  fifty-seven 
years. 

THE   WESTERN    NORTH    CAROLINA 
BAPTIST    CONVENTION 

The  church  early  entered  the  Western  North  Caro- 
lina Baptist  Convention,  which  had  been  organized  in 
1845  at  Boiling  Springs  Camp  Ground,  two  miles  west 
of  Hendersonville.  As  early  as  1846  we  find  delegates 
being  appointed  to  the  convention.  Again  on  August  8, 
1858,  we  note  that  Elders  James  Blythe  and  N.  Bowen 
were  appointed  as  delegates  to  attend  the  Western  Con- 
vention which  met  at  Taylorsville  in  Alexander  County, 
and  that  a  committee  was  appointed  to  raise  the  neces- 
sary $10.00  to  entitle  them  to  seats  in  the  convention. 
It  was  through  the  medium  of  this  convention  that  the 
churches  of  the  West  carried  on  their  missions  and 
benevolent  work  until  the  year  1898  when  they  joined 
the  Baptist  State  Convention.  It  may  be  added  here 
that  the  1910  Baptist  State  Convention  held  its  session 
with  the  Hendersonville  Church,  the  church  furnishing 
free  entertainment. 

The  Western  Convention  had  been  organized  as  an 
auxiliary  to  the  Baptist  State  Convention,  but  in  1857  it 
voted  to  become  an  independent  body.  The  primary 
purpose  of  the  Convention  was  to  educate  young  men 
for  the  ministry,  to  employ  home  missionaries,  and  to 
co-operate  with  the  State  Convention  in  its  foreign  mis- 
sionary efforts.  This  body  met  at  various  churches  in 
Western  North  Carolina  over  a  period  of  53  years.  From 
August  30  to  Sept.  2,  1861,  its  sixteenth  annual  session 
was  held  in  the  Hendersonville  Baptist  Church,  at  which 
time  and  place  occurred  the  ordination  of  the  Rev.  G.  S. 
Jones,  who  had  just  been  elected  as  pastor  of  this  church. 
Its  last  session  was  held  also  at  the  same  church  on 
October  21,  1898. 


BURNING  MORTGAGE 


BURNING  MORTGAGE  WHEN  THE  EDUCATION  BUILDING  IS  CLEARED  OF  DEBT 

Trustees  Charlie  French,  J.  L.  Albea,  Chairman;  Mrs.  W.  K.  Shipp,  Pastor  Goss  in  pulpit. 


CHOIR  ABOUT  1900 


First  row,  left  to  right:   Mr.  Jones  Barnett,  Mrs.  J.  F.    Brooks,    Miss   Bessie    Forrest    (Mrs.    Baylis    Rector) 
Mrs.  Corn.  Second  row.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Crawford,  Mrs.  Jones  Barnett,  Mr.  A.  B.  Freeman,  Mr.  J.  F.  Brooks. 
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There  is  now  a  movement  on  hand  to  place  a 
marker  at  the  place  of  the  organization  of  this  conven- 
tion. Recently  much  valuable  information  has  been 
brought  to  light  concerning  the  convention,  by  Rev. 
F.  M.  Huggins,  a  member  of  our  church  and  also 
Historian  of  the  Carolina  Association. 

WAR    DAYS 

We  would  naturally  have  some  curiosity  to  know 
the  effect  on  the  church  of  the  War  between  the  States, 
but  it  is  in  vain  that  we  search  the  records  for  the  barest 
reference.  Can  it  be  possible  that  this  is  an  indication 
of  our  fore-fathers'  stand  on  the  principle  of  absolute 
separation  of  church  and  state? 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  on  April  13,  1861,  the 
day  after  the  firing  on  Fort  Sumter,  the  church  calmly 
went  about  its  business  as  if  there  were  no  excitement 
in  the  country.  It  was  on  this  date  that  the  church  voted 
to  put  a  plank  fence  around  the  church  lot,  and  ap- 
pointed the  deacons  to  raise  the  necessary  amount  to 
pay  for  it.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  the  deacons 
raised  the  necessary  money,  sixty  dollars,  through  the 
Baptist  Ladies  Sewing  Society.  The  minutes  of  the  same 
date  consume  three  pages  in  recording  the  experiences 
of  two  mutes  who  were  received  into  the  church  on 
that  day.  In  fact,  the  church  seems  to  have  been  more 
active  during  the  days  of  1861-65  than  formerly.  Many 
new  members  were  received  into  the  church  during  that 
period.  Especially  is  this  true  in  connection  with  the 
colored  people.  Many  were  dismissed  also,  to  join  other 
churches. 

OTHER  INTERESTING  REFERENCES 

During  this  period  there  is  the  first  reference  to  a 
Sunday  School,  under  date  of  July  13,  1861.  On  the  same 
date  there  is  a  reference  to  a  Sunday  School  library. 
So  it  may  safely  be  stated  that  a  Sunday  School  had 
been  organized  before  the  days  of  1861.  There  is  a 
reference  to  prayer  meeting  under  date  of  November 
15,  1858,  and  again  on  December  9,  1861. 

In  passing  from  the  period  of  the  first  quarter- 
century  in  the  life  of  the  church,  the  following  observa- 
tions should  not  be  overlooked:  There  is  only  one  ref- 
erence in  the  records  to  footwashing.  On  October  8, 
1852,  the  second  Sabbath  in  the  following  month  was  set 
apart  for  communion  and  footwashing.  As  the  records 
for  the  November  meeting  are  missing,  there  is  no  record 
that  the  footwashing  was  actually  carried  out. 


There  are  references  to  only  two  deaconesses,  one 
being  Mrs.  Lucy  Thomas,  a  charter  member  of  the 
church,  and  the  other,  Mrs.  Naomi  Stradley,  wife  of 
Peter  Stradley,  the  first  recorded  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  School.  A  writer  at  a  later  date  refers  to  another 
charter  member,  Mrs.  Sarah  Pace,  as  a  deaconess,  but 
the  early  records  do  not  confirm  the  assertion. 

That  the  church  was  missionary-minded  during  this 
period  is  proved  by  the  records  of  August  13,  1859, 
when  $3.35  was  raised  for  the  African  Mission,  and 
again  on  December  10  of  the  same  year,  when  a  resolu- 
tion was  passed  that  an  attempt  be  made  to  collect  an 
average  of  thirty-five  cents  from  every  member,  twenty- 
five  cents  of  which  was  to  go  to  home  missions,  and 
the  balance  to  colportage. 

As  a  further  evidence  of  the  activity  of  the  war  days 
and  also  of  the  early  interest  in  education,  note  the 
following  from  the  minutes  of  November  3,  1861: 

"On  motion,  the  church  agrees  to  build  an  academy  on  some 
suitable  site  in  Hendersonville  to  be  under  the  supervision  of  the 
church,  and  to  give  Elder  G.  S.  Jones  charge  of  the  same  as 
teacher,  and  that  he  be  required  to  preach  two  Sabbaths  in  each 
month,  hold  church  conferences  every  second  Saturday,  and 
teach  a  school  of  two  five-month  sessions.  For  his  services  as 
teacher  and  preacher,  we,  the  church,  guarantee  to  him  the  sum 
of  six  hundred  dollars  and  as  much  more  as  he  can,  by  his 
industry,  make  the  school  pay." 

However,  we  find  that  at  a  later  date  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  rescind  this  action.  No  reason  is  assigned  for  such 
action. 

OTHER   PASTORATES 

During  this  period  and  extending  on  until  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1874  the  pastorate  was  filled  by  only 
four  men,  some  of  these  serving  at  two  or  three  different 
times,  namely,  Rev.  James  Blythe,  Rev.  Nelson  Bowen, 
Rev.  T.  Butler  Justice,  and  Rev.  G.  S.  Jones,  the  latter 
of  whom  was  pastor  during  the  war  days.  The  only 
possible  exception  to  tliis  statement  was  the  period  of 
1866  to  1871  for  which  time  the  records  have  been  lost. 

During  the  same  period  three  men  had  been 
ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry.  The  first,  Benjamin 
King,  ordained  on  November  9,  1849,  had  served  the 
church  faithfully  as  clerk  during  her  first  seven  years. 
The  second,  Nelson  Bowen,  ordained  on  August  17, 
1854,  became  the  second  pastor  of  the  church.  The  third 
was  G.  S.  Jones,  ordained  on  September  1,  1861,  and 
mentioned  very  prominently  for  the  next  fifty  years  as 
a  leader  in  the  church. 


20 


Over  A  Centuby  of  Progress 


NELSON    BOWEN 


Rev.  Nelson  Bowen  was  a  most  remarkable  man. 
There  is  in  the  possession  of  Miss  Jennie  Bowen,  a 
granddaughter,  a  diary  which  reveals  a  great  deal  of 
information  about  him.  He  was  born  in  Jefferson  City, 
Tennessee,  on  February  4,  1821.  He  married  Miss 
Margaret  Jerusha  Garrett  October  10,  1844,  and  came 
to  Hendersonville  in  1854  to  edit  the  Baptist  Telescope. 
Here  he  was  ordained  on  August  17,  1854.  He  first  took 
up  his  residence  on  Main  Street,  South,  later  moving 
to  the  Bowen  farm  on  the  Haywood  road.  He  finally 
moved  to  that  beautiful  knoll  known  as  The  Cedars  with- 
in the  city.  Some  of  the  present-day  trees  were  set  out 
by  members  of  the  family.  The  Bowens  had  twelve 
children  of  their  own,  and  in  addition,  reared  several 
others. 

During  the  war  of  the  Sixties  he  carded  wool  to 
make  soldiers'  uniforms.  Later  he  published  a  paper 
known  as  the  Cottage  Visitor  in  the  basement  of  his 
residence.  Here  his  children  set  type  at  night  by  candle 
light. 

In  addition  to  his  Hendersonville  pastorate,  he  also 
was  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Asheville  for 
a  short  time  and  of  the  French  Broad  Church.  He  was 
the  first  president  of  Judson  College,  and  aided  in  the 


organizing  of  Carson-Newman  College.  He  made  trips 
into  the  North  in  the  interest  of  Judson  College.  He  was 
very  much  interested  in  the  education  of  preachers  and 
of  the  colored  people.  For  a  short  time  he  set  up  a  school 
for  training  preachers.  They  met  quarterly  and  recited 
scripture  which  had  been  previously  assigned.  When 
the  white  and  the  colored  people  of  our  church  sep- 
arated, he  went  with  the  colored  people  to  East  Flat 
Rock  to  preach  for  them,  for  in  his  own  words,  they 
needed  him  more  than  the  white  people.  There  is  on 
record  a  copy  of  a  letter  in  which  he  enclosed  $50.00 
to  aid  in  the  circulation  of  the  New  Testament  in  Japan. 
The  letter  closes  with  this  question:  "Could  not  some 
of  those  wealthy  brethren  in  the  North  furnish  the  means 
to  supply  Japan  with  the  New  Testament,  and  let  a 
nation  be  born  in  a  day?"  A  copy  of  his  quarterly  report 
ending  October  31,  1872,  shows  that  he  had  supplied 
seven  churches,  preached  60  sermons,  held  ten  prayer 
meetings,  made  128  visits,  baptized  17  people,  and  col- 
lected $11.55. 

He  passed  away  at  his  home  at  the  present  location 
of  the  Cedars  on  April  13,  1882.  Other  granddaughters 
within  the  membership  of  our  church  are  Miss  Ethel 
Bowen,  Mrs.  Madge  Stepp,  and  Mrs.  Betsy  Reed. 


T.    BUTLER    JUSTICE 


Rev.  T.  Butler  Justice  came  to  the  pastorate  in  1858 
after  two  other  ministers  had  declined  to  serve  after 
being  elected.  He  also  served  again  as  pastor  in  1872. 
The  following  information  about  him  was  furnished  by  a 
great-grandson  of  his,  Earle  W.  Justice  of  Ruther- 
f ordton : 

"He  was  born  in  Henderson  County  on  July  17,  1813, 
the  son  of  James  D.  and  Anthorit  Justice,  both  of  whom 
were  buried  in  the  Mud  Creek  cemetery.  He  was  licensed 
to  preach  on  August  1,  1840,  and  ordained  to  the  full 
work  of  the  ministry  on  June  3,  1842.  He  was  a  nephew 
of  Thomas  Justice,  Jr.,  pioneer  Baptist  preacher  of  Bun- 
combe and  Henderson  Counties,  and  founder  of  the 
French  Broad  Baptist  Church.  He  married  Harriet 
Bailey  of  Henderson  County,  and  they  reared  a  family 


of  distinguished  sons  and  daughters,  among  whom  were 
Rev.  C.  B.  Justice,  Judge  Michael  H.  Justice,  Rev.  T.  B. 
Justice,  Jr.,  and  William  Justice. 

"He  was  identified  with  the  Rutherfordton  Baptist 
Church  prior  to  1855,  becoming  its  pastor  soon  after  its 
founding,  and  remaining  as  such  for  fifteen  years,  being 
succeeded  by  his  son,  Rev.  C.  B.  Justice.  He  served  also 
as  pastor  of  Mountain  Creek,  White  Oak,  Silver  Creek, 
and  Rock  Springs  churches.  He  passed  away  on  April  9, 
1892,  and  together  with  that  of  his  wife,  his  body  lies 
buried  in  the  Rutherfordton  cemetery." 

After  a  pastorate  of  nearly  one  year  at  our  church, 
he  was  succeeded  in  1859  by  Rev.  James  Blythe,  who 
had  served  as  first  pastor  of  the  church. 


G.    S.    JONES 


Rev.  G.  S.  Jones  is  still  remembered  very  pleasant- 
ly by  some  of  the  present  and  older  members  of  our 
church.  Although  there  will  appear  later  in  this  sketch  a 
tribute  to  him,  it  is  thought  well  to  insert  here  the 
following  information  furnished  by  Mrs.  Margaret  Scott, 
of  Asheville,  N.  C,  a  relative  of  his. 


"Rev.  G.  S.  Jones,  pastor  1860-1871,  was  born  in 
Pasquotank  County,  N.  C.  on  December  23,  1837.  He 
came  to  Hendersonville  in  1860  and  aided  greatly  in 
the  early  struggles  of  the  church.  On  April  5,  1866,  in 
the  First  Church  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Margaret  French.  For  40  years  he  was  in  the 
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employ  of  the  American  Sunday  School  Union  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  during  that  time  he  was  instrumental  in 
establishing  Sunday  Schools  almost  without  number.  His 
old  home  place  was  at  the  corner  of  Seventh  Avenue 
East  and  Main  Street,  at  the  present  location  of  the 
Porter  Esso  Station.  Mrs.  Scott  later  inherited  this  prop- 
erty by  will,  as  well  as  some  antiques,  and  his  Greek  New 
Testament,  used  and  well  marked.  In  the  same  manner 
Wake  Forest  College  was  the  recipient  of  $5,000.  He 
served  his  church  long  and  well." 

He  was  elected  as  pastor  on  January  8,  1861,  was 
ordained  September  1,  1861,  and  performed  his  first 
baptismal  service  in  Mud  Creek  on  September  15,  of 
the  same  year,  when  he  baptized  seven  people. 

As  to  the  growth  of  the  church  in  numbers,  from 
the  best  information  obtainable,  it  appears  that  224 
members  had  joined  the  church  up  to  July  12,  1865,  that 


eighty-nine  had  been  dismissed  by  letter,  sixteen  ex- 
cluded, and  twelve  had  died,  leaving  a  total  member- 
ship on  this  date  of  107  members,  fifty-eight  of  whom 
were  white,  and  forty-nine  colored.  The  record  book  of 
the  years  1870  to  1877  records  the  fact  that  after  a 
complete  revision  of  the  books,  the  church  was  made 
up  of  sixty-eight  white  members.  It  is  evident  that  no 
names  of  colored  members  have  been  carried  over  into 
this  book.  Therefore,  the  inference  is  clear  that  the 
white  and  colored  members  separated  at  some  point  be- 
fore the  year  1870. 

During  the  decade  of  1870  to  1880,  two  new  pastors 
appear  upon  the  scene,  the  Rev.  Elijah  Allison,  who 
served  two  years,  and  the  Rev.  D.  B.  Nelson,  who  served 
six  years.  This  was  a  time  of  much  activity  within  the 
church.  Many  new  members  were  received  into  the 
church,  and  practically  as  many  were  dismissed  to  other 
congregations,  so  that  the  net  gain  was   small. 


ELIJAH    ALLISON 


Rev.  Elijah  Allison  was  born  on  January  28,  1840, 
near  Davidson  River,  N.  C.  He  was  pastor  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Hendersonville,  N.  C.  1873-74,  and 
was  at  one  time  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Asheville,  N.  C. 

The  following  is  copied  from  the  Asheville  Citizen 
under  date  of  June  10,  1923: 

"Rev.  Elijah  Allison,  North  Carolina  Minister,  dies  after 
making  world's  record  bringing  men  into  the  church.  He  preached 
in  nearly  every  state  in  the  union,  but  more  especially  in  North 
Carolina  and  Tennessee.  He  recently  died  at  his  home  near 
Brevard,  after  66  years  in  the  active  ministry.  In  the  course  of 
that  ministry  he  baptized  5,523  persons. 

"This  indomitable  soldier  of  the  cross  heard  the  call  early 
and  worked  unceasingly  in  his  Master's  vineyard.  He  joined  the 


Little  River  Baptist  Church  near  Brevard  at  the  age  of  12,  and  at 
17  was  ordained  to  the  ministry.  Then  for  long  years,  until  he 
died  at  83,  he  went  about  his  Master's  business,  his  work  finally 
ending  at  the  same  little  church  which  he  had  joined  as  a  boy. 
One  of  the  last  persons  he  baptized  was  a  grandchild  of  his.  'It 
always  did  him  good  to  see  one  of  his  own  decide  to  do  right', 
is  the  way  his  son,  S.  F.  Allison,  of  Brevard,  expressed  it. 

"Where  there  were  but  two  or  three  gathered  together  was 
sufficient  for  this  fine  old  man.  He  organized  a  church  at  Del 
Rio,  Tennessee,  with  only  three  members.  That  was  enough.  The 
fire  was  there.   He  put  his  great  force  into  the  work. 

"This  man  of  God  had  much  to  do;  he  was  always  busy. 
He  had  one  trait  which  so  many  men  lack — he  was  lovable.  He 
was  not  too  busy  to  win  hearts.  He  served  no  great  city  churches; 
where  he  went  the  population  was  scanty,  but  despite  that  fact, 
he  found  a  rich  harvest.  He  preached.  He  converted.  He  baptized. 
He  had  a  passion  for  the  Lord's  work.  He  never  tired." 


DANIEL    B.    NELSON 


Rev.  Daniel  B.  Nelson  was  born  on  August  7,  1832, 
in  Knoxville,  Tennessee.  Left  at  an  early  age  as  the  sole 
support  of  a  widowed  mother  and  several  brothers  and 
sisters,  he  moved  to  Mossy  Creek  College  from  which 
he  became  a  law  graduate  at  the  age  of  20. 

He  married  Miss  Sara  Ann  Vance,  taught  school 
while  studying  for  the  ministry,  and  also  became  a  mer- 
chant. When  Tennessee  was  invaded  by  the  "Yankees", 
he  joined  the  fighting  forces  and  became  a  member  of 
the  31st  Tennessee  Infantry.  He  was  sent  on  a  secret 
mission  into  the  vicinity  of  Asheville,  N.  C,  and  for 
many  months  his  family  never  heard  of  him.  Finally 
his  wife  determined  to  find  him  by  coming  to  Western 
North  Carolina.  There  was  a  happy  reunion  when  they 
discovered  each  other  by  accident. 


After  the  close  of  the  war,  they  moved  into  Hay- 
wood County,  N.  C.  There  D.  B.  Nelson's  life-dream 
was  realized  when  he  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  in 
June,  1866,  at  Locust  Old  Field  Church. 

In  September,  1869,  he  bought  a  farm  in  Hender- 
son County  near  Horse-Shoe  which  he  named  the  Mt. 
Carmel  Farm.  In  plain  view  was  Pisgah  and  the  Rat. 
The  site  of  the  farm  is  now  the  Brooks  and  the  Grey 
property. 

He  worked  for  ten  years  as  agent  for  the  American 
Missionary  Society  and  established  churches  and  Sun- 
day Schools.  On  November  13,  1875,  he  was  elected 
unanimously  as  Pastor  of  the  Hendersonville  Baptist 
Church,  coming  from  the  French  Broad  Church.  It  was 
during  his  pastorate  that  the  church  in  1880  agreed  to 
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elect  the  pastor  for  an  indefinite  term,  to  have  preaching 
every  Sunday,  and  to  follow  the  Biblical  injunction, 
"Upon  the  first  day  of  the  week,  let  everyone  of  you  lay 
by  him  in  store  as  God  hath  prospered  him".  Upon  one 
occasion  Mr.  Nelson  offered  his  resignation  which  the 
church  refused  to  accept  and  persuaded  him  to  remain. 
He  passed  away  on  August  28,  1895,  and  was  buried  with 
Masonic  honors  in  the  cemetery  on  the  outskirts  of 
Hendersonville. 

Living  among  us  today  are  several  of  his  grand- 
children, among  whom  are  Daniel  Hart,  Misses  Edith 
and  Nellie  Hart,  Mrs.  Charles  Holand,  Mrs.  Tom  Miller, 
and  John  Nelson. 

Our  present  efficient  usher  system  had  its  origin  on 
June  1,  1879,  when  James  M.  Waldrop  was  appointed 
by  the  pastor  as  an  usher,  his  duty  being  "to  seat 
strangers." 


Following  these  progressive  steps,  the  pastor's 
salary  was  set  at  $300.  This  was  a  small  amount,  but  it 
was  something  definite  and  the  beginning  of  a  system. 
The  next  step  was  to  raise  $29.35  with  which  to  pay 
off  the  indebtedness  on  the  organ.  Three  members  were 
named  to  constitute  a  committee  of  hospitality. 

On  August  19,  1877,  the  church  passed  a  resolution 
to  relieve  the  Pastor,  Bev.  D.  B.  Nelson,  one  Sabbath  in 
each  month  so  that  he  might  act  as  agent  for  the  col- 
lege, the  reference  doubtless  being  to  Judson  College, 
in  process  of  construction  during  the  war  days,  and 
sponsored  for  many  years  by  the  Western  North  Carolina 
Convention.  This  college  served  its  day  and  generation 
well.  Some  of  the  staunchest  citizens  and  churchmen  of 
the  present  day  point  with  pride  to  the  memorable  days 
spent  at  Old  Judson,  the  building  situated  at  the  corner 
of  Third  Avenue  West  and  Flemming  Street,  and  later 
used  as  the  Dixon  Apartments. 


CHURCH    DIRECTORY  PUBLISHED 


On  January  1,  1882,  Elder  Joseph  E.  Carter  was 
elected  pastor,  he  serving  until  March  1,  1885.  An  im- 
portant forward  step  taken  during  his  pastorate  was  the 
publication  of  a  Manual  and  Directory  of  the  Henderson- 
ville Baptist  Church,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  preserved 
and  attached  to  the  minute  book  of  that  day.  It  con- 
tains the  Declaration  of  Faith,  the  Constitution,  the 
Church  Covenant,  a  List  of  Distinctive  Principles  of 
Baptists,  and  the  names  of  all  the  members  of  the 
church  at  that  time,  the  number  being  one-hundred- 
twenty-five,  and  the  year,  1884.  It  contains  the  name  of 


Miss  Florence  Jordan  who  united  with  the  church  on 
March  4,  1881,  and  who  is  now  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Home  for  Aging  at  Winston-Salem.  The  records  show 
that  she  joined  the  church  on  the  same  day  that  James 
A.  Garfield  was  inaugurated  as  President  of  the  United 
States. 

From  this  Directory  we  learn  that  Jonathan  Williams 
was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School  in  1884,  that 
the  Sunday  School  was  large  enough  to  require  the 
services  of  eleven  teachers,  that  it  was  the  practice  in 
those  days  to  have  only  three  active  deacons,  but  that 
the  board  of  ushers  had  grown  to  four  in  number. 


JOSEPH    E.    CARTER 


"Rev.  Joseph  E.  Carter,  the  late  eloquent  Baptist  Divine, 
so  well  known  throughout  the  state,  and  other  southern  states, 
was  a  Murfreesboro  boy.  Hertford  County  has  had  no  son  who 
reflected  more  renown  and  finer  character  than  this  man.  He 
was  born  in  Murfreesboro  February  6,  1836.  He  first  read  law 
under  Chief  Justice  W.  N.  H.  Smith  and  later  under  Chief 
Justice  Pearson.  He  practiced  law  for  only  a  few  years,  and 
decided  to  become  a  minister  of  the  gospel.  He  was  a  brilliant 
lawyer  and  this  sudden  change  was  a  great  surprise.  But  it  was 
one  of  those  irresistible  changes  brought  about  by  divine  power. 
He  entered  the  Theological  Department  of  Union  University  of 
Murfreesboro,  Tennessee,  and  graduated  on  June  16,  1861,  and 
on  June  30,  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  in  his  native  town. 
He  then  returned  to  Murfreesboro,  Tennessee,  and  became  pastor 
of  a  church  in  that  city.  There  he  was  married  to  Miss  Priscilla 
Burton.  In  1863  he  was  called  to  the  pastorate  of  the  church  in 


Rome,  Georgia,  and  later  to  Wilson,  N.  C.  He  next  served  as 
pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Hendersonville,  N.  C.  In  1885  he 
became  editor  of  the  Western  N.  C.  Baptist,  and  three  years 
later  the  western  editor  of  the  Biblical  Recorder,  which  position  he 
held  until  his  death  on  February  24,  1889.  (According  to  Miss 
Sallie  McCracken,  the  funeral  service  was  held  in  Judson  College 
chapel  and  the  walls  were  draped  in  black,  in  a  very  impressive 
service. )  His  body  was  interred  in  his  native  town  in  the  presence 
of  a  large  concourse  of  friends,  school-mates,  and  kindred  who 
knew  his  life,  his  renown,  his  virtues.  Several  of  his  old  friends 
spoke  eloquently  at  the  grave  of  the  fine  qualities  of  tliis  good 
and  gifted  and  saintly  man.  He  was  not  only  an  effective  pulpit 
orator,  but  also  a  fluent  and  forcible  writer,  two  of  his  books 
being  "Baptists  and  Higher  Liberty"  and  "Distinctive  Baptist 
Principles".  He  put  his  whole  soul  and  strength  into  his  work." 
(Taken  from  Winborne's  History  of  Hertford  County) 


CHURCH  BUILDINGS 


"V 


1.  First  Building  at  Caswell  and  Main 
(as  conceived  by  architect  W.  E. 
Brackett,  Jr.,  from  descriptions  of  the 
building   in   the  old   records). 

2.  Building  at  Fourth  Avenue  and 
Washington,    erected    1888-89. 

3.  1911-12   Addition. 


4.    Parsonage. 
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J.     B.    BOONE 


Rev.  J.  B.  Boone  came  to  the  pastorate  in  October, 
1885,  and  remained  until  January,  1888.  He,  at  the  same 
time,  served  as  President  of  Judson  College,  and  later 
for  ten  years  was  manager  of  our  orphans'  home  at 
Thomasville.  During  the  latter  days  of  his  pastorate  the 
church  secured  a  deed  to  the  lot  on  which  stood  our 
former  church  building  and  the  old  pastorium  on  Fourth 
Avenue  West  and  Washington  Street.  Deed  Book  Num- 
ber 23,  page  424  in  the  office  of  Register  of  Deeds,  under 
date  of  September  29,  1887,  records  the  fact  that  the  lot 
was  conveyed  by  J.  W.  Merrimon  and  Lillie  G.  Merrimon 
to  J.  S.  Barnett,  N.  Buckner,  and  W.  A.  Smith,  Trustees 
of  the  Hendersonville  Baptist  Church,  and  that  the  con- 
sideration of  $300  was  paid  by  David  Garren.  This  do- 
nation was  commemorated  by  a  marble  plaque  in  the 
main  vestibule  of  the  old  church  building  on  Fourth 
Avenue  and  Washington  Street  with  appropriate  words. 


Rev.  J.  B.  Boone,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Martha 
Boone,  was  born  in  Northampton  County,  N.  C.  on 
October  1,  1836.  He  attended  Buckhorn  Academy  where 
he  was  prepared  for  college  under  Captain  J.  H.  Picot, 
a  "Wizard  of  Education".  He  entered  Wake  Forest  Col- 
lege in  1860,  but  was  called  away  by  the  war  before 
he  finished.  He  was  captured  in  1863  and  remained  a 


prisoner  of  war  for  two  years.  After  the  close  of  the  war 
he  spent  three  years  re-building  his  shattered  health  and 
regaining  his  property.  He  then  entered  the  ministry  and 
was  ordained  on  February  9,  1868.  The  following  year  he 
entered  the  Louisville  Seminary  and  spent  two  years 
there.  He  next  went  to  Charlotte  as  a  missionary  of  the 
State  Mission  Board.  There  he  was  elected  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  city  school  board  and  was  instrumental  in 
organizing  the  graded  school  system  in  Charlotte,  of 
which  he  was  superintendent  for  two  years. 

In  1S75  he  became  State  Mission  Secretary  in  Salis- 
bury and  Statesville.  During  this  administration  three 
outstanding  men  were  converted  and  became  great 
leaders  in  their  profession:  M.  L.  Kesler,  J.  L.  Kesler, 
and  A.  T.  Robertson. 

On  January  31,  1877,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sadie 
Maddrey  of  Northampton  County.  In  1883  he  was  made 
President  of  Judson  College,  and  after  six  years  he 
resigned  and  became  pastor  in  Moberly,  Missouri,  where 
he  remained  for  two  years  and  then  accepted  pastorates 
of  Windsor  and  Union  churches  in  Bertie  County,  N.  C. 
On  September  3,  1895,  he  came  to  the  position  of  Gen- 
eral Manager  of  the  Thomasville  Baptist  Orphanage 
where  he  remained  for  ten  years.  He  did  a  monumental 
work  in  constructing  buildings  and  in  many  other  im- 
provements. (Above  by  Miss  Sallie  McCracken) 


A    NEW    BUILDING 


March  1,  1888,  was  a  red-letter  day  in  the  history 
of  the  Hendersonville  Baptist  Church,  for  it  was  on  that 
day  that  work  was  begun  on  a  new  building  at  the 
corner  of  Fourth  Avenue  West  and  Washington  Street. 
Though  regular  church  minute  books  are  not  available 
to  confirm  the  following  information,  W.  A.  Garland, 
who  in  the  year  1908  did  such  an  excellent  work  in 
collecting  and  compiling  the  facts  of  our  church  history, 
states  that  the  first  meeting  in  the  new  building  was  held 
on  September  22,  1889,  with  the  building  incomplete, 
and  that  the  first  preaching  service  was  held  by  Dr. 
J.  L.  Carroll  of  Asheville,  N.  C.  on  April  6,  1890. 

It  was  on  the  same  day,  August  11,  1888,  that  the 
church  ordained  B.  P.  Robertson  to  the  gospel  ministry 


and  also  licensed  Dudley  Brown  to  preach  the  gospel. 
It  may  be  recorded  here  also  that  on  April  11,  1897, 
M.  W.  Edgerton,  a  brilliant  lawyer,  who  had  felt  the  call 
to  preach,  was  given  license  by  the  church.  He  was  im- 
mediately called  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Cleveland,  Tennessee,  where  he  was  ordained  to  the 
gospel  ministry.  His  character  and  ability  as  a  preacher 
soon  became  so  well  established  that  he  was  called  to 
the  pastorate  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Knoxville, 
Tennessee.  After  a  short  but  successful  pastorate,  he 
returned  to  Hendersonville,  broken  in  health,  and  soon 
passed  away.  His  good  wife,  Mrs.  Bessie  Edgerton,  lived 
for  many  years  to  bless  the  church  and  all  those  fortunate 
to  come  within  her  touch. 


While  the  building  was  still  in  the  process  of  being 
constructed,  Dr.  John  Mitchell  was  elected  as  pastor 
on  September  22,  1889.  As  he  soon  took  up  the  work 
and  served  until  January  1,  1891,  he  had  the  honor  and 
responsibility  of  leading  in  the  first  services  in  the  new 
building. 

The  size  of  the  church  family  at  the  time  of  the  re- 


JOHN    MITCHELL 

moval  from  the  old  site  on  Main  and  Caswell  Streets 
to  Fourth  Avenue  and  Washington  Street  was  only  116, 
which  grew  in  ten  years  to  241.  Later  during  Dr.  Bomar's 
pastorate,  the  membership  grew  from  464  to  825. 

Dr.  Mitchell  was  born  in  Hertford  County,  N.  C. 
He  became  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Ashe- 
ville in  1877,  and  also  at  two  separate  times  was  pastor 


GROUND  BREAKING  New  SANCTUARY 


Ground 
sanctuary. 


breaking     for     new 


Ground  breaking  for  new 
sanctuary — "Let  the  principle  of 
the  cross  be  plowed  into  the  life 
of  this  Church."  All  the  mem- 
bers of  the  church  pulled  the 
plow.  At  the  plow:  Associational 
Missionary,  Clay  R.  Barnes,  Pas- 
tor M.  M.  Goss,  M.  A.  Huggins, 
Executive  Secretary,  N.  C.  Bap- 
tist Convention,  Mrs.  Hannah 
Brummitt  Hills,  former  Director 
of  Religious  Education,  now  Di- 
rector of  Cradle  Roll  Work, 
Sunday  School  Board,  Nashville, 
Tenn. 


Building  Committee — Front  row:  M.  L.  Walker,  General  Chairman;  W.  B. 
Sinclair,  Chairman  Equipment  Committee;  Mrs.  James  C.  Dishner,  Mrs.  Albert 
Durham,  Miss  Charlotte  Turner  (Secretary),  Frank  Neville.  Second  row:  C.  F. 
Jervis,  Chairman  Finance  Committee;  W.  F.  Folsom,  Jr.,  B.  B.  Massagee.  George 
C.  Peebles,  J.  E.  Shipman,  M.  M.  Goss  (Pastor).  Third  row:  W.  W.  Martin,  Jr., 
Chairman  Construction  Committee;  Garv  Harthcock,  R.  L.  Gaffney,  Blake  C. 
Wells,  M.  L.  Shipman,  Mrs.  J.  O.  Bell,  jr. 
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of  The  Baptist  Church  at  Ahoskie.  He  seems  to  have 
had  two  great  loves,  our  Baptist  Orphanage  at  Thomas- 
ville  and  Wake  Forest  College.  He  was  a  trustee  of  the 
orphanage  for  many  years.  He  and  a  brother  of  his  gave 
the  first  building  at  the  orphanage  for  girls,  and  it  was 
he  who  brought  little  Mary  Presson,  first  child  ad- 
mitted, on  November  11,  1885,  to  live  in  that  cottage 
which  bears  his  name,  Mitchell  Cottage.  Dr.  Mitchell 
was  the  hero  of  all  the  little  girls  who  came  to  live  in 
that  cottage.  He  was  never  married. 

For  several  years  he  acted  as  agent  of  Wake  Forest 
College,  trying  to  build  up  an  endowment  fund  for  the 
college.  After  almost  47  years  as  a  trustee  of  the  college, 
he  passed  away  on  March  3,  1906. 


During  the  decade  of  1890  to  1900,  the  church  was 
served  successively  by  the  following  pastors:  Rev.  D.  A. 
Glenn,  Rev.  S.  S.  Gibson,  and  Rev.  W.  L.  Richards. 
The  minutes  of  July  5,  1891,  contain  a  statement  peculiar 
for  a  Baptist  church:  "A  committee  was  appointed  to 
assess  the  members  for  the  support  of  the  church."  This 
plan  probably  did  not  work  very  well  for  on  March  15, 
1903,  the  church  found  it  necessary  to  resort  to  the 
Ladies  Aid  Society  for  help  in  raising  funds  for  the 
pastor's  salary  and  for  other  expenses.  The  ladies  did 
so  well  that  instead  of  the  $600  requested,  they  were 
instrumental  at  that  time  in  raising  the  pastor's  salary 
to  $800,  and  three  years  later  to  $1,000. 


S.    S.    GIBSON 


Rev.  S.  S.  Gibson,  who  was  pastor  in  1895-99,  was 
born  in  Ireland  in  the  year  1851,  and  at  the  age  of  three 
months  was  brought  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  with  the  family 
locating  in  the  Walnut  Hills  section. 

He  attended  Denison  University  at  Granville,  Ohio. 
The  date  of  his  entry  into  the  ministry  is  uncertain. 
He  became  pastor  of  churches  in  Walnut  Hills  and  St. 
Mary's,  Ohio,  in  addition  to  Hendersonville,  N.  C,  and 
also  West  Palm  Beach  and  Delray,  Florida.  The  church 
building  constructed  at  Delray  was  named  the  Gibson 
Memorial  Baptist  Church  in  his  honor.  A  niece  of  his, 
Miss  Harriet  Barrington,  is  a  missionary  nurse  in  Ongole, 
South  India,  at  the  Glough  Memorial  Hospital.  He  passed 
away  in  1936. 

The  information  above  was  furnished  by  another 


niece  of  his,  Mrs.  Clarence  Heim,  of  28  N.  West  Street, 
Norwalk,  Ohio,  in  a  letter  to  Miss  Myrtle  Bennett,  to  the 
latter  of  whom  it  would  be  impossible  to  give  too  much 
praise  for  her  efforts  to  secure  information  about  the 
pastors  of  years  ago,  together  with  their  photographs. 
It  may  also  be  stated  here  that  during  World  War  Two 
and  ever  since,  she  has  been  in  touch  with  our  boys  and 
girls  in  service,  and  has  kept  them  informed  about  the 
church  happenings  "back  home". 

On  January  1,  1889,  Pastor  Gibson  presented  his 
resignation  as  pastor  to  take  effect  on  the  following 
March  26.  On  the  latter  date  he  preached  his  farewell 
sermon.  Beautiful  tribute  was  paid  to  him  in  the  resolu- 
tions adopted  unanimously,  with  the  service  closing  by 
the  singing  of  "God  be  with  you  till  we  meet  again". 


W.    L.    RICHARDS 


Rev.  W.  L.  Richards,  formerly  of  Augusta,  Georgia, 
came  to  the  pastorate  on  April  2,  1899.  He  served  only 
until  the  last  Sunday  of  October  the  following  year  when 
the  church  was  again  called  upon  to  render  beautiful 
tribute  to  a  retiring  and  immensely  popular  pastor. 

The  following  appraisal  is  copied  from  The  French 
Broad  Hustler  under  date  of  January  4,  1900: 

"Hendersonville  has  proudly  boasted  of  many  distinguished 
and  scholarly  ministers,  who  have  graced  her  sanctuaries  during 
ancient  and  modern  times,  but  few,  if  any,  have  shown  themselves 
to  be  the  equal,  in  any  particular,  of  W.  L.  Richards,  Pastor  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church.  He  is  indeed  one  of  the  foremost 
preachers  of  the  South,  and  wields  an  influence  for  good  which 
is  being  felt  throughout  the  State  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
vention. 

"The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  a  Virginian  by  birth,  having  been 
born  in  Fredericksburg.  He  did  not  remain  very  long  in  the  land 
of  his  nativity,  however,  as  his  parents  moved  to  Augusta,  Georgia, 
during  his  infancy.  He  attended  college  at  Mercer  University,  and 
afterwards  studied  law  under  Hon.  J.  C.  C.  Black.  He  was  ad- 


mitted to  the  bar  and  practiced  for  three  years  with  remarkable 
success.  Feeling  himself  called  to  a  higher  work,  Mr.  Richards 
gave  up  the  law  and  after  a  short  preparation  in  the  study  of 
Dr.  Lansing  Burroughs,  he  entered  the  ministry.  He  preached 
his  first  sermon  in  the  Curtis  Baptist  Church  of  Augusta,  which 
he  afterwards  served  as  pastor  until  called  to  work  in  Norfolk, 
Virginia.  He  served  next  at  Windsor  until  called  to  the  Pendleton 
Street  Church,  Greenville,  S.  C,  from  which  church  he  came  to 
Hendersonville,  where  we  hope  he  may  be  induced  to  remain  for 
many  years." 

The  Georgia  Augusta  Herald  has  this  comment  in 
regard  to  Mr.  Richards: 

"Mr.  Richards  is  die  kind  of  preacher  who  appeals  to  all 
classes.  His  wide  charity  and  his  liberal  broadmindedness  give 
him  an  irresistible  influence  over  persons  of  intellect  and  culture, 
while  his  pure  spirituality  and  lofty  conception  of  his  magnificent 
mission  as  a  preacher  of  the  all-saving  gospel  recommend  him  to 
those  who  have  reached  the  heights  of  Christian  experience." 

During  this  period  the  church  was  making  marked 
progress,   both  spiritually   and   financially.    Great  num- 


EDUCATIONAL  BUILDING  Under  Construction 


Education  Building 

First  steel  for  support  of 
floors  goes  up,  looking  from 
South  West  corner,  toward 
front   of  building. 


View  of  East  Wall,  first  win- 
dows  being   set  on   top  flior. 


The  first  girder  lifted  for  the 
roof,   South  end   of  building. 
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Old  building  being  razed.  Educational  Building  under  construction.  Educational  Building  near  completion. 
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bers  were  received  into  the  church,  both  by  letters 
from  other  churches,  and  by  baptism.  At  the  same  time 
many  were  dismissed  to  unite  with  other  churches. 
There  was  full  co-operation  with  all  the  objects  of  the 
State  Convention.  From  the  amount  of  contributions 
made  to  the  orphanage  and  to  state  missions,  it  would 


seem  that  the  church  was  especially  interested  in  them, 
though  the  other  objects  were  not  neglected.  It  be- 
came customary  at  this  time  for  the  treasurer  to  report 
to  the  church  monthly.  This  custom  was  followed  for 
many  years,  and  the  records  have  been  preserved  until 
this  day.  Also  we  note  that  the  Sunday  School  was  mak- 
ing progress  under  the  supervision  of  J.  A.  Maddrey. 


THE    B.Y.P.U 


The  first  reference  to  a  B.Y.P.U.  is  found  in  the 
minutes  of  September  4,  1898,  when  the  president  of 
this  organization  was  appointed  on  a  committee  to  pre- 
pare the  letter  to  the  association.  The  training  depart- 


ment had  so  grown  by  December  31,  1905,  that  it  intro- 
duced a  resolution  to  the  church  that  it  be  allowed  to 
take  the  lead  in  raising  $100  for  the  support  of  a  mis- 
sionary in  China,  a  privilege  which  was  granted. 


A    CHURCH    PARSONAGE 


Agitation  to  build  a  church  parsonage  was  begun 
in  May,  1898,  when  there  was  appointed  a  parsonage 
committee,  which  later  brought  in  a  resolution  that  not 
less  than  $1200  nor  more  than  $1500  be  raised  for  this 
purpose.  It  seems  that  the  building  was  not  completed 
until  the  early  part  of  1902,  that  it  was  for  a  year 
or  more  leased  to  a  private  family,  and  finally  was 
occupied  by  Pastor  A.  R.  Love  and  his  family,  after  it 
had  been  completely  furnished,  mainly  through  the  ef- 
forts of  the  ladies.  It  was  last  used  as  a  pastorium  in 
1926  by  Dr.  E.  E.  Bomar  and  his  family.  Many  of  those 
living  today  will  remember  it  as  the  "Old  Pastorium", 
used  for  many  years  as  Sunday  School  and  Training 
Union  class  rooms.  On  July  19,  1950,  the  old  building 
was  sold  for  $150  to  make  room  for  the  new  educational 
building. 

The  first  effort  toward  a  church  bulletin  occurred 
on  February  11,  1900,  when  the  treasurer  was  authorized 
to  pay  monthly  the  sum  of  one  dollar  for  the  purpose 
of  printing  the  pastor's  subjects,  etc.  At  the  same  time 
a  motion  authorizing  the  trustees  to  insure  the  church 
building  was  lost.  It  was  not  until  February  7,  1904,  that 


sentiment  was  strong  enough  to  have  the  building  in- 
sured for  $3,000. 

Many  things  of  interest  occurred  during  the  pastorate 
of  Rev.  A.  R.  Love,  beginning  February  4,  1901,  and 
expiring  on  April  28,  1907. 

Electric  lights  were  installed  in  the  church  build- 
ing; shade  trees,  since  removed,  along  the  lot  on  Wash- 
ington Street  were  set  out  by  W.  A.  Smith,  who  for  so 
many  years  must  have  been  an  invaluable  member 
of  the  congregation;  the  plan  of  the  individual  drinking 
cup  in  communion  services  was  adopted,  a  set  having 
been  offered  to  the  church  by  an  unnamed  friend,  as  a 
gift;  and  the  pastor  was  granted  a  vacation  of  two 
weeks,  this  being  increased  at  an  early  date  to  four 
weeks. 

On  October  31,  1905,  and  the  day  following,  the 
ordinance  of  baptism  was  administered  to  forty-eight 
candidates,  some  of  these  being  active  and  valuable 
members  of  our  church  life  today. 

As  an  indication  of  the  good  feeling  existing  among 
the  different  denominations  of  the  town,  let  it  be  noted 
that  on  May  7,  1905,  the  church  offered  its  building  to 
the  Presbyterians  in  which  to  conduct  a  meeting. 


A   MISSION    CHAPEL 


In  February,  1906,  the  church  appropriated  money 
with  which  to  purchase  what  was  known  as  the  Ray  lot 
on  the  east  side  of  town,  for  a  mission  chapel.  A  building 
was  constructed  from  the  material  of  the  old  church 
building  formerly  belonging  to   the  Presbyterians,   and 


a  mission  Sunday  School  was  organized  in  July  of  the 
same  year.  In  the  year  1910,  this  organization  developed 
into  what  was  known  as  the  East  Hendersonville  Baptist 
Church,  later  the  Grove  Street  Church,  and  now  the 
Calvary  Baptist  Church. 


SANCTUARY  Under  Construction 
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OTHER    PASTORATES 


On  June  9,  1907  there  came  to  us  as  pastor  the 
Rev.  M.  L.  Lawson  from  Beaufort,  S.  C,  but  the  records 
show  that  he  served  only  until  the  end  of  the  year.  In  a 
meeting  presided  over  by  a  former  pastor,  Rev.  J.  B. 
Boone,  on  December  29,  1907,  there  is  paid  to  him  this 
beautiful  tribute  which  was  ratified  by  the  church: 

"Whereas  on  December  22,  1907,  our  much  esteemed  pastor, 
deeming  it  expedient  in  the  light  of  Christian  duty  that  he  should 
terminate  his  pastorate  with  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  order  to 
accept  like  service  elsewhere,  formally  announced  to  our  surprise 
and  deep  regret  his  resignation  to  take  effect  at  the  close  of  the 
morning  service  on  December  29,  1907. 

"Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  while  this  endearing  tie  of 
official  relationship  is  so  suddenly  severed,  we,  the  church  and 
congregation  now  and  here  assembled  in  these  farewell  services, 
beg  leave  to  tender  this  heartfelt  testimonial  of  our  high  apprecia- 
tion of  Brother  Lawson's  efficient  labor  during  the  past  seven 
months,  so  eminently  characterized  by  culture  of  intellect,  broad- 
mindedness,  and  consecration  of  heart.  Furthermore,  in  giving  the 
parting  hand  to  him  and  to  his  devoted  wife  and  his  son,  we 
recognize  the  fact  that  they  go  from  our  midst  as  rays  of  sunny 
social  light  to  gladden  the  hearts  of  other  favored  circles". 


It  was  during  this  pastorate  that  Rev.  J.  M.  Justice, 
son  of  S.  J.  Justice,  was  ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry  on 
August  18,  1907.  He  served  faithfully  for  many  years, 
both  as  missionary  to  Argentina  and  as  pastor  of  various 
churches  in  Western  North  Carolina  and  other  places. 
His  death  occurred  here  in  Hendersonville  on  October 
28,  1938  and  interment  was  in  Oakdale  Cemetery. 

It  was  during  this  period  that  the  church  paused 
to  pay  beautiful  tributes  to  Mrs.  Margaret  J.  Bowen, 
widow  of  a  former  pastor,  and  to  James  M.  Waldrop, 
both  of  whom  had  lived  consistent  Christian  lives,  and 
had  passed  away  during  the  year. 

We  also  get  another  peep  into  Sunday  School  his- 
tory and  find  Jonathan  Williams  again  superintendent. 
However,  on  January  2,  1910,  he  was  succeeded  by  S.  J. 
Justice,  who  in  turn,  was  succeeded  on  January  1,  1912, 
by  Charles  F.  Toms,  who  served  only  three  months, 
being  succeeded  by  R.  H.  Staton.  At  this  time  the 
average  attendance  of  the  Sunday  School  was  133. 


A    NEW    TITLE 


We  deem  worthy  of  mention  the  fact  that  the  first 
reference  in  the  records  to  the  church  as  "The  First  Bap- 
tist Church"  was  on  December  29,  1907.  There  is  no 


record  that  the  name  was  officially  changed,  but  very 
soon  after  this  date  all  references  are  to  "The  First 
Baptist  Church". 


JOHN    G.    HUGHES 


On  May  10,  1908,  Rev.  John  G.  Hughes  assumed 
the  pastorate  of  the  Church  at  an  annual  salary  of 
$1200.  He  served  for  two  years. 

The  following  facts  concerning  his  later  life  are 
gleaned  from  an  old  letter  dated  January  27,  1915,  and 
written  to  his  good  friend,  Mr.  Foster  Bennett: 

In  1912  Mr.  Hughes  had  taken  up  evangelistic  work 
with  quite  a  great  degree  of  success.  However,  in  a  short 
time  he  underwent  a  nervous  breakdown  and  was  ad- 
vised by  his  doctor  to  spend  some  time  in  his  native 
New  Zealand.  There  he  remained  two  years.  Thousands 
of  people  crowded  into  His  Majesty's  Theater  to  hear 
him  preach.  He  became  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church 
in  Wellington,  the  capital  city.  He  was  brought  into  close 
touch  with  the  Prime  Minister  and  other  prominent 
people.  He  went  on  to  Australia  and  had  the  privilege 
of  preaching  in  Sydney  and  Melbourne.  Upon  his  return 
to  this  country,  he  resumed  for  a  second  time  the  pas- 
torate at  Rome,  Georgia,  from  which  place  the  letter 


was  written.  In  the  meantime  he  had  become  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason,  and  asked  that  his  old  friend,  Judge  O.  V.  F. 
Blythe,  be  so  informed.  He  deplored  the  passing  of 
another  old  friend,  W.  A.  Smith,  and  inquired  as  to  the 
welfare  of  the  church  here,  and  also  concerning  the 
members  of  the  church,  several  of  whom  he  called  by 
name.  He  paid  beautiful  tribute  to  the  memory  of  his 
mother,  who  had  passed  away  the  previous  November. 
During  his  sojourn,  his  family  consisting  of  two  boys 
and  two  girls  in  addition  to  his  wife,  had  remained 
in  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

The  month  of  November,  1910,  was  described  by 
the  clerk  of  that  period  as  being  one  of  the  best  in  the 
history  of  the  church.  As  the  result  of  a  meeting  held 
at  that  time,  twelve  were  received  for  baptism,  and  two 
under  the  watchcare  of  the  church.  Also  there  was  col- 
lected for  local  expenses  $166.54,  for  foreign  missions 
$97.48,  for  home  missions,  $25.00,  for  state  missions, 
$25.00,  and  for  the  orphanage,  $30.85. 
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THE    HOME-GOING    OF    AN    OLD    SOLDIER    OF    THE    CROSS 


On  June  6,  1910,  occurred  an  event  of  more  than 
passing  notice,  the  home-going  of  the  Rev.  G.  S.  Jones. 
One  can  not  read  the  minutes  of  the  past  fifty  years  with- 
out falling  in  love  with  those  old  heroes  and  heroines 
of  faith,  and  especially  with  Mr.  Jones.  Coming  from 
Wake  Forest  in  December,  1860,  he  served  as  fourth 
pastor  of  the  church,  his  pastorate  extending  through 
the  war  days,  and  most  probably  through  the  Recon- 
struction period.  Throughout  his  fifty  years  of  service 
he  remained  a  faithful  and  loyal  member  of  the  church. 
On  the  day  before  his  death,  a  resolution  was  passed 
by  the  church  requesting  him  to  allow  his  portrait  to 
be  placed  on  the  walls  of  the  church  building.  It  was 
ordered  that  the  resolution  be  carried  at  once  to  him, 
but  evidently  he  passed  away  before  an  answer  could 
be  secured.  In  the  little  Centennial  Sketch  of  our  church 


printed  in  1944,  there  is  ascribed  to  him  the  title,  "The 
Man  of  the  Century". 

In  reference  to  him  at  his  death  there  was  the  fol- 
lowing tribute  in  the  local  newspaper  of  that  day: 

"To  him  all  men  were  brothers.  His  invariable 
courtesy,  his  smile  and  his  cheery  words,  made  him 
universally  beloved  by  high  and  low.  His  deeds  of 
charity  were  without  number,  and  that  tall,  square 
frame,  long  a  familiar  sight  on  Main  Street,  will  be  sadly 
missed,  as  will  be  also  his  example  of  a  gentle,  pure, 
and  Christian  life". 

"Heaven  portions  it  thus, 

The  old  mystery  dim, — 
It  is  mid-night  to  us, 

It  is  morning  to  him". 


K.    W.    CAWTHON 


In  September,  1910,  Rev.  K.  W.  Cawthon  of  Union, 
S.  C,  assumed  the  pastorate  of  the  church  at  a  salary 
of  $1500  annually.  The  finances  of  the  church  were 
steadily  improving.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  only 
$1352.86  could  be  secured  in  pledges,  but  at  the  end  of 
the  year  there  had  been  paid  in  a  total  amount  of 
$2689.86.  The  church  was  very  responsive  to  the  leader- 
ship of  Mr.  Cawthon,  and  during  his  pastorate  many 
progressive  steps  were  taken.  He  retained  his  remark- 
able hold  upon  the  church  for  his  entire  pastorate  of 
more  than  seven  years. 

We  insert  here  a  few  facts  relative  to  the  life  and 
work  of  Mr.  Cawthon,  as  learned  from  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Lillian  McCall  Cawthon,  now  residing  in  Union,  South 
Carolina: 

"King  Woolsey  Cawthon  was  born  in  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  in  the  year  1876.  He  was  educated  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Richmond,  Mercer  University,  and  Southern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  After  leaving  the  semi- 
nary, he  held  pastorates  at  Quitman,  Georgia,  First 
Baptist  Church  of  St.  Augustine,  and  the  First  Baptist 
Church  at  Marshville,  Georgia.  He  and  his  wife  were 
then  appointed  as  missionaries  by  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  to  Buenos  Aires,  where  they  served  four  years, 
being  forced  to  return  to  the  United  States  on  account 
of  ill  health.  It  was  then  that  he  served  the  Henderson- 
ville Church  for  eight  years,  followed  by  a  pastorate  of 
equal  length  at  Warsaw,  N.  C,  which  was  followed  by 
his  retirement  from  the  active  ministry  in  1926.  His  death 
occurred  in  Atlanta  in  April,  1935." 

During  1911  plans  were  made  for  an  extension  of 
the  church  building.  This  was  accomplished  during 
the  next  few  months  at  considerable  expense,  the  work 


being  completed,  and  the  improved  and  enlarged  build- 
ing being  accepted  on  July  7,  1912.  At  the  same  time  a 
new  heating  plant  was  installed. 

In  the  early  part  of  1913,  the  pastor  was  voted  a 
vacation  of  six  weeks,  and  Rev.  A.  I.  Justice  was  called 
as  supply  pastor  for  the  period.  A  few  months  later, 
the  pastor's  salary  was  by  unanimous  vote,  increased  to 
$1800.  At  the  hearty  invitation  of  our  church,  the  1913 
session  of  the  Ladies  State  Missionary  Convention  was 
held  with  us. 

On  December  3,  1913,  the  Sunday  School  for  the 
first  time  in  its  long  history  was  brought  under  the  direct 
control  of  the  church.  Soon  the  number  of  deacons  was 
increased  from  seven  to  twelve,  and  a  treasurer  was 
appointed  for  benevolences.  The  year  ended  with  total 
contributions  of  $3886.24. 

The  first  reference  to  a  "chorus  choir"  was  under 
date  of  March  4,  1914,  at  which  time  the  music  com- 
mittee recommended  its  formation.  Thus  was  begun  an 
organization  which,  throughout  the  years,  has  received 
the  praise  of  home-folk  and  visitor  alike.  Pastors  have 
been  lavish  in  their  praise  of  those  who  have  furnished 
the  music.  One  pastor,  during  his  farewell  sermon,  re- 
marked, "I  wish  I  could  take  the  choir  and  the  organist 
with  me  to  my  new  field  of  work".  It  is  felt  appropriate 
also  at  this  point  to  state  that  the  Baptist  Men's  Quartet, 
composed  of  R.  C.  Bennett,  A.  F.  Barber,  E.  T.  Brown, 
and  J.  T.  Wilkins,  with  Mrs.  Noah  Hollowell  as  accom- 
panist, was  organized  during  this  period,  and  for  more 
than  two  decades  enjoyed  a  wide  and  deserved  popu- 
larity. 

Upon  the  same  date  to  which  reference  was  made 
above,  the  church  voiced  its  appreciation  to  Mrs.  J.  F. 
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Brooks  for  her  efficient  work  in  church  music.  Through- 
out the  remaining  years  of  her  life,  Mrs.  Brooks  gave 
herself  unselfishly  to  her  church  and  Sunday  School, 
and  at  her  death  on  July  31,  1938,  the  number  of  people 
paying  tribute  to  her  memory  at  her  funeral  service  was 
one  of  the  largest  ever  seen  in  this  section.  Future  gen- 
erations will  rise  up  and  call  her  blessed. 

The  first  mention  of  the  word  "budget"  in  connec- 


tion with  the  finances  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  oc- 
curred on  November  23,  1914,  when  the  finance  com- 
mittee and  the  deacons  met  at  a  private  home  for  the 
purpose  of  making  up  a  budget  to  be  submitted  to  the 
church  for  the  year  1915.  They  were  evidently  success- 
ful, judging  from  the  treasurer's  reports  from  time  to 
time,  and  the  word  budget  has  become  a  familiar  one 
in  our  Baptist  household. 


FRUITLAND    INSTITUTE 


A  sketch  of  this  period  in  the  life  of  our  church 
would  not  be  complete  without  a  reference  to  Fruitland 
Institute,  which,  founded  in  1899,  was  a  product  of  the 
brain  of  Rev.  A.  I.  Justice.  Situated  about  seven  miles  to 
the  north-east,  it  entered  very  intimately  into  the  fives 
of  many  of  our  church  people.  As  a  Christian  high  school, 
it  had  very  few  equals  anywhere  in  the  whole  land. 
Literally,  hundreds  of  the  young  men  and  young  women 
of  our  church  and  county,  and  also  of  neighboring 
counties  received  Christian  training  of  the  highest  type, 
sitting  at  the  feet  of  its  noble  founder,  or  of  such  unfor- 
gettable characters  as  Miss  Martha  Sullinger,  Dr.  H.  H. 
McMillan,  Dr.  W.  F.  Powell,  Rev.  N.  A.  Melton,  and 
others.  Our  church  was  so  enraptured  by  the  good  work 
of  this  school,  that  at  one  period,  we  find  it  voting  to 
send  two-thirds  of  all  funds  for  benevolences  to  Fruit- 
land  Institute.  The  old  "Fruitland  Spirit"  is  still  very 
much  alive.  At  the  tenth  annual  reunion  of  old  stu- 
dents held  on  August  10  and  11,  1957,  all  the  graduating 
classes,  except  three,  from  1905  to  1936,  the  year  the 
school  closed,  were  represented. 


Fruitland,  with  many  new  and  modern  improve- 
ments, is  now  known  as  the  Fruitland  Baptist  Assembly 
Grounds,  and  is  owned  by  the  Baptists  of  the  state  of 
North  Carolina.  Here  are  information,  recreation,  and 
inspiration  for  every  North  Carolina  Baptist. 

Located  here  also  is  the  famous  Fruitland  Baptist 
Bible  Institute,  organized  in  1946  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Canipe, 
for  the  training  of  preachers  who  had  not  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  seminary  training.  Dr.  Canipe  was  formerly 
pastor  at  Siler  City,  N.  C,  and  also  at  Boone,  N.  C, 
where  he  had  organized  a  similar  institution.  The  sched- 
ule is  so  arranged  that  the  pastors  can  be  in  school 
during  the  week  days,  and  in  their  churches  over  week- 
ends. One  can  not  over-estimate  the  value  of  this  institu- 
tion, nor  of  the  wonderful  influence  of  such  a  noble  spirit 
as  that  of  Dr.  Canipe  and  of  his  co-workers.  Dr.  Canipe 
is  a  member  of  our  church,  and  is  now  serving  his  second 
year  as  President  of  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  State 
Convention. 


THE    SUNDAY   SCHOOL 


Let's  visit  the  Sunday  School  again,  the  year  being 
1914.  In  January  of  this  year,  F.  D.  Brown  was  elected 
by  the  church  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School. 
Upon  his  leaving  the  community  in  the  following  April, 
J.  E.  Shipman  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  During  the 
next  few  years,  the  superintendency  was  filled  succes- 


sively by  J.  F.  Justice,  N.  M.  Hollowell,  and  O.  V.  F. 
Blythe.  The  period  was  characterized  by  growth  in 
numbers  and  along  financial  lines,  with  the  Sunday 
School  reaching  an  enrollment  of  338,  the  church  a 
membership  of  608,  and  a  total  of  $14,360  raised  for  the 
year,  $4718  of  this  amount  being  spent  for  repairs. 


E.    E.    BOMAR 


Upon  the  resignation  of  Pastor  Cawthon  in  Jan- 
uary 1918,  the  church  called  to  the  pastorate,  Dr.  E.  E. 
Bomar,  of  Owensboro,  Kentucky.  Dr.  Bomar  was  born 
in  Spartanburg,  S.  O,  in  1861.  He  was  a  graduate  of 
Wofford  College  with  both  the  bachelor's  and  the  mas- 
ter's degrees.  He  read  law  and  then  did  graduate  work 
at  the  University  of  Virginia.  At  19,  he  passed  the  bar 
examination,  too  young  to  practice.  He  then  became 
editor  of  the  Carolina  Spartan,  the  forerunner  of  the 
Spartanburg  Herald. 


After  practicing  law  for  several  years,  he  heard  the 
call  to  preach,  and  entered  the  Seminary  at  Louisville, 
from  which  he  graduated  about  1890.  He  was  ordained 
the  same  year  and  was  married  to  Miss  Nannie  Earle 
Landrum. 

After  holding  pastorates  successively  at  Mt.  Sterling, 
Kentucky;  Aiken,  South  Carolina,  and  Graniteville  near 
by,  he  became  assistant  secretary  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  in  1900,  serving  for  six  years  under  Dr.  Willing- 
ham.  He  then  served  for  several  years  in  Owensboro  as 


The  CHURCH  in  ACTION 
CHOIR 


WW 


CHOIR  REHEARSALS 


First  Baptist  Church  of  Hendersonville 


37 


pastor,  from  which  place  he  came  to  us  in  1918.  His 
later  pastorates  were  at  Tryon,  Columbus,  Mill  Springs, 
Landrum,  Campobello,  and  Gowansville. 

In  all  his  pastorates,  Dr.  Bomar  increased  the  mem- 
berships, served  on  many  boards,  wrote  for  religious 
periodicals,  organized  charities,  entered  the  civil  life, 
and  joyously  preached  the  gospel.  He  was  a  great  visitor. 
According  to  Mrs.  H.  M.  Russ,  one  of  our  very  efficient 
teachers  in  Sunday  School,  it  was  not  an  uncommon 
thing  for  him  to  greet  the  good  lady  of  the  house,  lean 
his  head  over  the  mantel  for  a  word  of  prayer,  utter  his 
good-by,  and  go  on  for  a  brief  call  at  the  next  house. 

He  passed  away  at  the  age  of  85  at  his  home  in 
Landrum,  S.  C,  in  the  year  1947,  after  a  long  and  useful 
life  in  the  ministry,  having  been  preceded  by  his  wife 
and  helpmate,  after  54  years  of  happiness  together. 

On  March  6,  1919,  occurred  the  passing  of  Samuel 
J.  Justice,  who  for  many  years  had  been  a  most  valuable 
member  of  the  church,  having  served  as  deacon  and 
Sunday  School  superintendent,  and  to  whom  the  church 
paused  to  pay  special  tribute.  It  was  29  years  later,  on 
August  14,  1948,  and  on  a  similar  occasion  that  tribute 
was  paid  to  a  worthy  son  of  this  noble  father,  George  W. 


Justice,  a  remarkable  example  of  a  son's  following  in 
the  footsteps  of  his  father.  The  son,  too,  had  filled  many 
places  of  responsibility  in  his  church  and  community. 
Our  church  life  is  still  blessed  by  the  presence  and  con- 
tribution of  his  good  wife,  Mrs.  Irene  H.  Justice. 

It  was  in  September,  1919,  that  the  church  ordained 
to  the  gospel  ministry,  Gaither  C.  Briggs,  who,  after 
graduating  from  Wake  Forest  College  a  year  or  two 
later,  took  up  pastoral  work  in  the  state  of  Georgia.  He 
visited  his  home  church  in  1944  as  a  gospel  singer  in 
revival  services. 

The  days  of  the  1920's  were  prosperous  for  the 
members  of  our  congregation.  The  pastor's  salary  was 
raised  from  $2000  to  $3000,  the  church  was  co-operating 
fully  in  the  75-Million  Campaign,  and  a  pipe  organ  was 
installed  in  December,  1920,  at  a  cost  of  $5600.  Before 
accepting  the  organ  finally,  the  church  went  to  the 
pains  of  having  it  tested  thoroughly  by  Dr.  Hubert  M. 
Poteat,  a  musician  of  note,  of  Wake  Forest  College.  It 
may  be  of  interest  here  to  state  that  this  organ  gave 
efficient  service  for  34  years.  Upon  the  abandoning  of  the 
old  building  in  January,  1955,  the  organ  was  sold  for  a 
contract  price  of  $1000,  as  it  was  not  deemed  in  con- 
dition for  being  installed  in  a  new  building. 


OTHER    MATTERS    OF    INTEREST 


Under  the  superintendency  of  M.  L.  Walker  in 
October,  1922,  we  find  the  growth  of  the  Sunday  School 
demanding  more  room.  A  resolution  to  rent  additional 
rooms  for  Sunday  School  purposes  resulted  in  the  pur- 
case  of  the  old  Lewis  House  in  December,  1924,  at  a 
cost  of  $12,000.  This  building  stood  on  the  site  of  the 
front  of  the  Educational  Building.  It  was  removed  in 
1949  after  25  years'  service  to  make  room  for  the  new 
building. 

It  was  also  in  1922  that  we  have  the  first  reference 
to  a  Workers  Council  for  the  Sunday  School  officers  and 
teachers,  and  that  a  rotating  system  in  the  election  of 
deacons  was  begun. 

The  following  paragraph  is  copied  from  the  minutes 
of  a  church  conference  held  on  June  5,  1921:  "The  pastor 
was  authorized  to  write  a  letter  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  requesting  that  he  endeavor  to  arrange  a 
conference  between  nations  to  consider  naval  disarma- 
ment". 

On  August  24,  1924,  occurred  the  ordination  to  the 
gospel  ministry  of  Rev.  J.  Perry  Carter,  who  later  became 


Superintendent  of  city  missions  fostered  by  the  Home 
Mission  Board  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  who  at  the 
present  time  is  pastor  of  Flagler  Street  Baptist  Church 
in  Miami,  Florida. 

Plans  were  begun  on  May  10,  1925,  for  the  removal 
of  all  the  bodies  in  the  old  cemetery  lot  on  Caswell 
Street.  With  the  completion  of  the  work  within  a  few 
months,  the  lot  was  sold  for  a  consideration  of  $3000. 

The  final  report  on  the  75  Million  Campaign  in- 
dicated that  the  total  sum  paid  during  the  five  year 
period  was  $20,787.13. 

On  January  4,  1925,  the  Sunday  School  report  had 
stated  that  the  weakest  link  in  the  Sunday  School  struc- 
ture was  the  lack  of  a  Home  Department,  though  we  note 
that  a  few  years  previously  one  had  been  operated  with 
apparent  success  for  a  year  or  two.  In  the  beginning  of 
the  following  year  under  the  superintendency  of  R.  G. 
Anders,  the  Home  Department  was  fully  organized.  The 
work  of  this  organization  has  been  successfully  carried 
out  under  later  superintendents,  R.  C.  Bennett,  who 
served  three  years,  W.  B.  Sinclair,  15  years,  and  C.  F. 
Jervis,  who  has  served  continuously  since  October,  1945. 
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A    DIFFERENCE    OF    OPINION 


The  early  part  of  1926  was  characterized  by  some 
agitation  to  sell  the  church  property  and  locate  in  a 
new  part  of  town.  It  was  a  time  when  the  members  of 
our  congregation  exercised  the  "Baptistic  privilege"  of 
thinking  individually.  By  the  votes  of  a  small  majority 
a  lot  was  bought  for  a  new  church  site.  After  a  time, 


however,  it  was  deemed  the  part  of  wisdom  to  drop  the 
whole  matter,  rescind  the  former  action  of  the  church, 
and  dispose  of  the  lot.  Following  this  honest  difference 
of  opinion,  the  fellowship  and  co-operation  among  the 
members  of  the  church  went  forward  to  levels  never 
before  exceeded. 


ARTHUR    JACKSON 


During  Dr.  Jackson's  pastorate  all  departments  of 
the  church  and  Sunday  School  became  highly  organized 
under  the  modern  plan  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 
tion, and  at  least,  for  one  year,  1931,  a  successful  Daily 
Vacation  Bible  School  was  carried  out.  In  1929  the 
church  adopted  our  present  budget  system,  under  which 
it  has  operated  successfully  ever  since.  The  total  budget 
for  that  year  was  $14,240.62,  with  the  following  year 
showing  a  slight  increase  to  $14,324.63,  the  increase  over 
former  years  necessitating  the  employment  of  special 
clerical  help. 


In  July  of  the  same  year,  Dr.  Bomar,  loved  and 
respected,  offered  his  resignation  as  pastor,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Dr.  Arthur  Jackson  of  Barnesville,  Georgia, 
who  served  effectively  for  five  years.  After  the  vacating 
of  the  pastorium  by  Dr.  Bomar,  the  building  was  con- 
verted into  Sunday  School  rooms,  Pastor  Jackson  moving 
into  a  residence  on  Fourth  Avenue  West.  After  a  service 
of  48  years  it  was  found  in  the  way  of  progress  and  was 
removed  in  July,  1950.  The  year  1927  closed  with  a 
Sunday  School  enrollment  of  733,  and  an  average  at- 
tendance of  368. 


A    NEW    ROLE 


Beginning  with  this  pastorate  and  extending  through 
the  next  several  pastorates,  it  seems  that  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Hendersonville  had  assumed  the  new  role 
of  becoming  a  training  ground  for  the  promotion  of 
pastors  to  wider  fields  of  service.  The  church  always, 
reluctantly  in  one  sense,  joyfully  in  another,  released 
these  pastors  for  new  and  greater  opportunities.  Thus 
it  was  that  we  were  called  upon  to  release  Dr.  Jackson 
to  become  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Savan- 
nah, Georgia,  his  resignation  becoming  effective  on  No- 
vember 15,  1931.  In  this  capacity  he  served  effectively 
for  several  years,  following  which  he  became  Secretary 
of  the  Georgia  Baptist  Foundation.  He  is  now  retired 
from  regular  work,  but  as  so  often  it  is  true  in  retirement, 
his  energy  and  his  interest  keep  him  busier  than  ever 
before. 

Below  are  excerpts  from  the  musings  of  Editor  Noah 
Hollowell  of  the  "Western  Carolina  Tribune",  and  also 
teacher  of  the  Hollowell  Bible  Class  for  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  as  he  let  his  mind  run  back  to  those 
days  of  the  middle  twenties  when  Dr.  Jackson  was 
being  interviewed  relative  to  becoming  our  pastor. 

Said  a  member  of  our  committee  to  him, 

"Here  you  will  find  all  that  might  challenge  the 
best  in  you.  Our  population  is  highly  cosmopolitan. 
Every  Sunday  you  would  be  speaking  not  only  to  a 


group  of  kindred  souls,  but  also  to  people  from  a  large 
percent  of  the  states  of  the  Union.  They  come  here  from 
everywhere,  some  rich,  some  poor,  some  seeking  health, 
some  wealth,  and  others  an  abode  of  tranquility.  They 
listen  joyfully  here,  and  some  might  even  wish  to  take 
you  from  this  scene  of  activity  to  more  fertile  fields". 

As  one  member  commented,  this  statement  very 
likely  gave  Dr.  Jackson  a  larger  perspective  that  ap- 
pealed to  his  ambitions  for  a  wider  range  of  service.  He 
accepted  the  challenge.  He  came.  He  served  well.  Before 
he  came  to  us,  he  had  been  seasoned  as  a  pastor,  but  was 
not  full  grown  nor  mature.  He  was  broadgauged;  he  was 
sympathetic;  he  was  understanding;  and  with  it  all,  he 
was  young,  enthusiastic,  ambitious,  and  tactful. 

The  later  years  of  his  pastorate  were  days  of  financial 
depression.  Dr.  Jackson  knew  how  to  express  his  sym- 
pathy and  understanding  in  a  tangible  way.  Without 
pressure  or  suggestion  he  offered  to  share  the  burdens 
of  his  flock  even  to  reductions  in  his  own  salary.  Like 
Ezekiel  of  old,  he  sat  where  we  sat. 

But  parting  time,  caused  by  the  appeal  of  greener 
pastures,  came  after  a  successful  ministry  of  five  years. 
He  served  well  this  Hendersonville  community,  and 
departed  a  much  beloved  minister,  leaving  behind  him 
a  growing  church,  and  one  more  united  than  he  had 
found  at  his  coming. 


The  CHURCH  in  ACTION 
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WILLIAM    HERSCHEL    FORD 


On  January  1,  1932,  there  came  to  the  pastorate  from 
the  Angier  Church  in  Harnett  County,  N.  C,  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Herschel  Ford,  who  just  at  that  time  was  graduating 
from  Wake  Forest  College  and  had  attended  South- 
western Baptist  Theological  Seminary  at  Fort  Worth, 
Texas.  He  took  up  the  work  of  the  church  with  the 
enthusiasm  of  youth.  His  first  report  to  the  church  at 
the  end  of  a  service  of  five  months  showed  an  addition 
to  the  church  roll  of  191  members,  and  a  prayer  meeting 
with  an  attendance  of  300  people. 

The  attendance  upon  the  services  of  the  church 
and  Sunday  School  became  such  as  to  demand  the  en- 
largement of  the  auditorium  by  the  removal  of  some 
partitions  and  also  by  the  construction  of  a  brick-annex 
to  the  Sunday  School  facilities  at  a  cost  of  $2,451.85. 
This  building,  sometimes  referred  to  as  "the  barn"  proved 
a  very  useful  asset  until  July,  1949,  when  it  was  sold 
with  the  old  Lewis  House  for  $1,000  and  torn  down 
to  clear  the  way  for  the  new  educational  building.  The 
attendance  of  the  Sunday  School  reached  a  high  average 
of  521.  A  Junior  Board  of  Deacons  was  organized,  and 
an  Educational  Director  in  the  person  of  David  T.  Mash- 
burn  was  added  to  the  church  personnel.  Much  credit 
for  progress  and  new  ideas  must  be  given  to  David,  as 
he  is  familiarly  called  by  his  friends.  Since  then  he  has 


developed  into  one  of  the  foremost  educational  directors 
in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  having  served  as 
such  in  several  of  our  largest  churches.  He  is  now 
Associate  Secretary  of  the  Brotherhood  Commission  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

After  a  service  of  a  little  more  than  two  years,  Dr. 
Ford  offered  his  resignation,  effective  March  15,  1934, 
in  order  that  he  might  take  up  the  work  in  a  most  prom- 
ising field  as  pastor  of  the  Broadway  Baptist  Church 
in  Knoxville,  Tennessee.  He  has  since  served  as  pastor 
in  some  of  the  most  important  churches  of  the  conven- 
tion, including  the  Southside  Baptist  Church  of  Jack- 
sonville, Florida. 

For  the  past  several  years  he  has  been  pastor  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  of  El  Paso,  Texas,  with  a  mem- 
bership of  approximately  4,000  members. 

On  April  22,  1934,  it  was  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  church  that  there  was  a  movement  on  foot  to 
petition  the  City  Council  to  repeal  the  restrictions  on 
Sunday  baseball,  motion  pictures,  and  other  amusements 
on  the  Sabbath  day.  The  church  entered  a  vigorous  pro- 
test. Other  moral  forces  in  the  community  took  similar 
action  with  a  favorable  result  so  that  the  restrictions 
were  not  removed  at  that  time. 


BROADUS    E.    JONES 


On  May  20,  1934,  the  church  was  so  impressed  by 
the  preaching  and  personality  of  Dr.  Broadus  E.  Jones 
of  Cedartown,  Georgia,  who  had  conducted  the  morning 
services  in  response  to  an  invitation  of  the  pulpit  com- 
mittee, that  it  immediately  extended  to  him  an  invitation 
to  become  its  pastor  at  a  considerable  increase  in  salary. 

Dr.  Jones  accepted  the  call  and  took  up  the  work 
about  the  first  of  June.  He  impressed  himself  very 
strongly  upon  the  church  as  a  pastor  and  a  preacher  of 
ability,  an  orator  of  note,  and  a  splendid  organizer  and 
worker.  He  led  in  the  interior  decorating  of  the  audi- 
torium at  a  considerable  expense,  and  was  highly  instru- 
mental in  the  liquidating  of  the  debt  which  had  hung 
over  the  church  so  long. 

His  pastorate  was  characterized  by  a  preaching 
that  would  break  down  all  barriers,  social,  economic,  or 
racial,  which  separate  the  people  of  God,  and  by  a  great 
appeal  to  create  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  a  spirit  of 
universal  brotherhood. 

Some  of  his  sermons  were  so  impressive  that  by 
popular  appeal  they  were  repeated.  Among  these  were 
his  first  sermon  preached  here,  "Our  Father",  the  "Three 
Philosophies  of  Man",  and  "Roses  of  Bethany  or  Lilies 
of  Arimathea". 


However,  after  a  stay  of  slightly  less  than  two  years, 
he  yielded  to  the  strong  appeal  of  "far-away  pastures", 
and  in  January,  1936,  he  became  the  pastor  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Norfolk,  Virginia,  later  going  to  the 
pastorate  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Raleigh  where 
he  has  served  continuously  since  that  time. 

We  print  below  a  tribute  to  Dr.  Jones,  written  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  B.  Sinclair: 

"On  Sunday,  May  20,  1934,  Dr.  Broadus  Jones,  a 
visiting  minister  from  Cedartown,  Georgia,  conducted 
worship  services  at  the  Hendersonville  Church.  His  ser- 
mon, OUR  FATHER,  was  so  appealing  in  its  thought, 
so  applicable  to  world  conditions  and  to  the  lives  of 
individual  Christians,  so  beautifully  expressed  and  deliv- 
ered, that  those  who  heard  it  have  never  forgotten  the 
profound  impression  it  made.  That  evening  the  church 
extended  a  call  to  Dr.  Jones  to  serve  as  pastor.  He  began 
work  here  in  June  of  that  year. 

"He  was  a  young  man  with  a  calmness  and  sweetness 
of  appearance  and  manner  which  were  almost  invariably 
noted  by  the  church  members  when  they  first  came  into 
contact  with  him.  This  first  impression  was  only  deep- 
ened and  strengthened  with  the  passing  months,  for  it 
was  realized  that  his  heart  was  full  of  love  for  people. 
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One  of  his  primary  interests  as  pastor  was  that  the 
church  might  more  fully  realize  and  practice  the  Chris- 
tian principle  that  all  men  are  brothers  and  that  God  is 
indeed  OUR  FATHER,  the  Father  of  us  all.  With  this 
real  concern  for  the  work  of  the  kingdom  he  had  an 
unusual  ability  as  a  speaker.  His  keen  mind  and  his 
understanding  heart  combined  to  compose  magnificent 
and  sublime  sermons. 


"After  he  had  served  us  only  eighteen  months,  the 
church  was  stunned  when  he  announced  that  he  had 
been  called  to  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Norfolk, 
Virginia. 

"With  deep  regret  the  church  bade  farewell  to 
this  beloved  pastor  as  he  left,  in  January,  1936,  to  go  to 
a  field  which  offered  him  a  larger  opportunity  to  utilize 
his  great  talent  in  his  work  for  the  Kingdom." 


BROADUS    E.    WALL 


On  March  29,  1936,  Rev.  Broadus  E.  Wall  of 
Johnston,  S.  C,  came  to  our  church  as  pastor.  He  rapidly 
won  for  himself  a  great  place  in  the  hearts  of  the  people, 
a  popularity  which  he  retained  throughout  his  pastorate 
of  nearly  seven  years.  He  took  an  active  interest  in  every 
phase  of  church  life.  He  proved  himself  a  friend  to 
everyone  with  whom  he  came  into  contact. 

It  was  during  his  pastorate  that  the  Daily  Vacation 
Bible  School  was  reorganized.  This  school  has  become 
an  annual  event  of  the  summer  time,  and  has  proved 
itself  immensely  popular  with  the  children.  Its  1938 
session  was  the  largest  conducted  by  our  denomination 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

During  this  period  also  was  organized  the  Men's 
Fellowship  Club,  which  has  proved  itself  of  inestimable 
value,  not  only  to  the  men  themselves,  but  also  to  the 
church  as  a  whole.  These  values  are  not  only  along  the 
lines  of  deeper  fellowship,  but  are  prominent  also  in  the 
financial  and  spiritual  realms.  It  has  rapidly  become  one 
of  the  valued  organizations  of  our  church.  Its  aspiration 
is  that  the  men  of  our  church  reach  the  high  standard 
set  by  the  women  in  their  Missionary  Union.  Throughout 
the  years  since  its  organization,  the  Junior  Brotherhood 
has  been  guided  by  Frank  Neville. 

It  may  be  noted  here  that  in  accord  with  the  policies 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  the  name  of  the 
men's  organization  was  changed  to  Men's  Brotherhood, 
and  that  in  1956  all  the  boys'  organizations  became  the 
responsibility  of  the  Brotherhood. 

On  January  6,  1937,  Miss  Flora  Cavenaugh  of  Wal- 
lace, N.  C,  came  as  Director  of  Religious  Education,  and 
during  the  three  years  of  her  tenure  she  gave  to  the 
church  an  excellent  type  of  Christian  leadership  and 
endeared  herself  to  all  who  came  to  know  her.  She  is 
now  Mrs.  Troy  Jones,  wife  of  the  pastor  of  the  Four  Oaks 
Baptist  Church  in  Johnson  County,  N.  C. 

On  September  27,  1939,  occurred  the  ordination  of 
James  P.  Harrelson.  Soon  afterward  he  was  called  to  the 
pastorate  of  a  Baptist  Church  in  Florence,  S.  C,  later 
serving  as  pastor  of  the  Cottageville  Baptist  Church  in 
the  same  state.  He  now  resides  in  Walterboro,  S.  C. 

During  these  years  the  financial  program  under 
able  leadership  was  going  forward  steadily,  the  Associa- 


tional  year  1941-42  closing  with  a  total  of  $20,477.26 
raised  for  the  church  program.  There  was  also  begun  a 
building  fund  for  expansion  in  later  years.  The  church 
membership  was  steadily  increasing  from  time  to  time. 

During  the  period  of  the  Louisville  flood,  our  pastor 
set  the  good  example  of  volunteering  for  service  among 
the  suffering  and  homeless  people.  He  rolled  up  his 
sleeves  and  served  as  a  cook  until  the  end  of  the 
emergency. 

In  1942  our  attention  was  necessarily  turned  to  the 
course  of  events  world-wide,  these  being  the  beginning 
of  war  days.  Most  of  our  young  men  of  draft  age  were 
soon  among  the  armed  forces.  Many,  including  some  of 
our  young  women,  volunteered  for  service. 

The  call  of  our  country  was  so  strong,  and  the 
interest  and  concern  of  our  pastor  in  the  spiritual  welfare 
of  young  men  so  great,  that,  effective  December  1,  1942, 
he  offered  his  resignation  so  diat  he  might  become  a 
chaplain  in  the  Navy.  An  appropriate  farewell  service 
was  held  for  him  on  the  last  Sunday  night  in  November. 
He  remained  a  valued  member  of  our  church  for  some 
time,  later  becoming  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Chester,  S.  C,  and  also  of  the  First  Church  in  Waynes- 
ville,  N.  C.  He  is  now  pastor  of  the  Crooked  Run  Bap- 
tist Church  near  Columbia,  S.  O,  and  is  also  Associate 
to  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Southern  Mutual 
Church  Insurance  Company,  a  company  insuring  church 
property. 

Ably  assisting  Mr.  Wall  during  the  latter  years  of  his 
ministry  was  Miss  Nancy  Barton  as  Educational  Direc- 
tor. Her  lovely  personality  made  her  a  leader  whom 
people  liked  to  follow.  She  served  also  during  a  part  of 
the  next  pastorate,  resigning  in  the  summer  of  1943  so  as 
to  take  up  work  in  August  in  the  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Petersburg,  Virginia.  She  is  now  Mrs.  W.  C.  Sulli- 
van of  Naples,  Texas.  Her  occasional  visits  "back  home" 
always  delight  her  many  friends. 

From  the  late  20's  until  the  early  40's  our  church 
fife  was  greatly  enriched  by  the  various  contributions 
of  the  beloved  Dr.  D.  B.  Martin  who  chose  to  spend  his 
latter  days  with  us.  He  was  a  native  of  Michigan,  and 
had  held  some  large  pastorates  including  that  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of   Marion,   Ohio,   where  he  had 
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been  the  pastor  of  President  Harding.  His  passing  left 
a  gap  in  our  church  life  difficult  to  fill. 

Below  is  a  tribute  to  the  Wall  family  written  by 
Mrs.  W.  K.  Shipp,  who  for  the  past  quarter-century, 
has  been  a  leader  of  young  people,  and  is  Bible  teacher 
in  the  local  public  schools: 

"Pastors  come  and  go,  each  contributing  to  the 
church  and  community  some  special  benefits  for  which 
he  is  specially  fitted.  As  we  think  of  Broadus  E.  Wall, 
some  particular  things  stand  out  in  our  minds  most 
vividly.  My  first  experience  with  Vacation  Bible  School 
came  under  his  ministry.  How  thrilling  it  was  to  see  the 
effect  of  that  school  upon  the  lives  of  the  children  of 
the  church! 

"Another  impressive  thing  about  Mr.  Wall  was  the 
way  he  'put  feet'  to  his  prayers.  In  a  time  of  flood  and 
disaster,  he  not  only  prayed  for  victims  and  collected 
money  to  be  sent  to  them,  but  he  went  in  person  and 
helped  in  every  way  possible,  from  rowing  boats  to  cook- 
ing meals.  He  was  the  kind  of  pastor  who  preached  not 
only  from  the  pulpit,  but  as  he  saw  and  recognized  sin 
among  his  flock,  he  showed  that  he  loved  the  people, 
while  hating  the  sin;  and  while  courageously  taking  a 
stand  against  evil  practices,  he  patiently  and  sympa- 
thetically labored  with  individuals  personally,  ever 
striving  to  lead  them  to  higher  ground. 


"We  can  recall  a  time  of  financial  stress  in  our 
church  when  he  asked  that  his  salary  be  cut  to  help  us 
through  a  difficult  financial  period.  We  recall  that  a 
building  fund  was  started  during  his  ministry,  although 
there  were  no  immediate  plans  for  building  at  that  time. 

"One  of  the  greatest  assets  of  any  pastor  is  his  wife. 
This  was  certainly  true  in  the  case  of  the  Wall  team. 
Not  only  is  her  work  in  the  W.  M.  U.  so  well  remem- 
bered that  one  of  the  circles  has  been  named  for  her, 
but  her  work  as  Superintendent  of  the  Young  People's 
Department  has  been  unsurpassed.  In  fact,  she  showed 
the  people  of  our  church  what  such  a  department  should 
be.  Our  first  class  for  young  married  people  was  or- 
ganized under  her   direction. 

"Truly  the  Walls  made  the  members  of  our  congre- 
gation feel  that  they  were  not  only  co-laborers  with  us 
for  Christ,  but  personal  friends.  That  personal  relation- 
ship between  pastor  and  people  reached  a  very  high 
point  in  those  years  of  fruitful  service  by  the  Broadus 
E.  Walls." 

Upon  the  resignation  of  the  pastor,  Dr.  Frank  K. 
Poole,  a  beloved  teacher  in  Furman  University,  was 
called  as  supply  pastor.  His  earnestness  and  his  unique 
way  of  preaching  made  a  very  strong  appeal  to  our 
people.  We  note  with  sorrow  his  untimely  passing  a  short 
time  later,  seemingly  at  the  height  of  his  popularity  and 
usefulness. 


O.    M.    SEIGLER 


In  the  course  of  a  few  months  the  call  of  the  church 
was  extended  to  Dr.  O.  M.  Seigler,  pastor  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Canton,  Georgia.  He  had  previously 
been  pastor  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church  of  Augusta, 
and  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Americus,  Georgia. 
Upon  his  acceptance,  there  came  to  us  in  April,  1943, 
one  of  the  strongest  pulpit  orators  in  the  Southern  Bap- 
tist Convention.  He  rapidly  took  hold  of  the  work  in  a 
great  way,  both  as  preacher  and  pastor,  and  also  as  an 
executive.  He  was  a  great  teacher.  He  won  for  himself 
an  enviable  place  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  of  our 
church,  our  community,  and  our  association.  He  was 
greatly  instrumental  in  the  development  of  Fruitland  as 
a  religious  center  sponsored  by  the  Baptist  State  Con- 
vention. During  his  pastorate  of  five  years,  history  was 
made  fast. 

The  1943  associational  report  showed  a  total  mem- 
bership of  13S5,  a  Sunday  School  enrollment  of  909,  a 
B.  T.  U.  enrollment  of  121,  and  offerings  of  approximately 
$21,000. 

On  September  13,  1943,  Miss  Lucy  Timmerman  of 
South  Carolina  came  as  our  Educational  Director.  She 
had  formerly  held  a  similar  position  with  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Florence,  S.  C.  She  was  a  hard  worker  and  had 


a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  phases  of  church  work. 
She  served  until  February  25,  1945,  when  she  resigned 
to  join  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  Corps  of  the  United  States 
Armv.  She  is  now  Dean  of  Women  at  Virginia  Intermont, 
Bristol. 

In  the  early  part  of  1943,  the  A.  Ficker  home  place 
was  purchased  for  a  pastorium  at  a  cost  of  $7,500.  The 
building  is  being  used  at  present  as  a  residence  for  the 
Minister  of  Music. 

At  this  stage  in  our  history  the  building  fund  had 
grown  to  a  total  of  $23,025,  and  it  steadily  increased 
through  the  next  several  years,  due  largely  to  the  wise 
leadership  and  planning  of  Roy  C.  Bennett  who  served 
long  and  ably  as  our  finance  chairman.  The  1944  financial 
report  showed  total  offerings   of   $29,173.32. 

The  records  show  that  at  this  time  we  had  a  total 
enrollment  of  128  in  the  armed  forces  of  our  country. 
We  were  called  upon  to  mourn  as  war  casualties  several 
of  our  young  men,  including  H.  B.  Drake,  Charles  R. 
Hedge  (Dick),  Joseph  P.  Hollingsworth,  Jr.,  Andrew 
Rymer,  Horace  Sherman,  Edward  Shytle,  Clinton  Ward, 
and  Wofford  Worley. 

On  February  9,  1944,  there  was  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  write  the  history  of  our  church  preparatory  to  the 
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centennial  celebration  to  be  observed  on  the  first  week  in 
the  following  October.  On  the  same  date  a  committee  on 
building  plans  was  appointed.  On  March  8,  1944,  honor 
was  paid  to  the  memory  of  two  faithful  deacons,  W.  H. 
Cale  and  H.  M.  Russ,  who  had  recently  passed  away. 
These  men  had  been  exemplary  in  their  daily  living.  Mr. 
Cale  had  at  one  time  been  Superintendent  of  city  schools 
and  principal  at  various  places.  Mr.  Russ  attended  the 
church  services  with  a  regularity  rarely  ercelled.  His 
quiet  testimony  was  the  envy  of  all  who  knew  him. 

A  permanent  building  committee  was  appointed 
on  August  8,  1945,  this  committee  consisting  of  Dr.  J.  G. 
Bennett,  Chm.;  E.  T.  Brown,  Albert  Drake,  O.  Roy 
Keith,  M.  L.  Walker,  J.  J.  Jenkins,  George  Justice,  Mrs. 
J.  C.  Morrow,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Reaben,  Mrs.  Lewis  Albea, 
and  Mrs.  Lillie  Anders.  Replacements  later,  due  to 
death  or  resignations,  for  Dr.  Bennett,  George  Justice, 
Mrs.  Anders,  and  Mrs.  Reaben  were  respectively  Roy  C. 
Bennett,  Chm.;  S.  Maxwell,  B.  B.  Massagee,  and  W.  B. 
Sinclair.  The  building  fund  on  February  28,  1946, 
amounted  to  $65,287.44,  and  by  May  7,  1947,  it  had 
grown  to  $103,000. 

Dr.  Seigler  took  the  lead  in  our  Centennial  pro- 
gram which  was  held  from  October  1,  1944,  to  October 
8,  1944.  He  was  an  experienced  hand  as  he  had  previous- 


ly been  pastor  of  two  churches  which  celebrated  their 
centennials. 

All  available  former  pastors  appeared  on  the  pro- 
gram, including  Dr.  Arthur  Jackson,  Dr.  E.  E.  Bomar, 
and  Chaplain  Broadus  E.  Wall.  Our  various  mission 
boards  were  represented  by  Dr.  Everett  Gill,  Jr.,  Dr. 
James  W.  Middleton,  and  Dr.  M.  A.  Huggins.  Local 
speakers  included  the  mayor,  and  also  representatives 
from  the  local  educational  institutions  and  various  civic 
clubs. 

On  Friday  evening,  October  6,  there  was  presented 
a  pageant  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  so  ably  written 
by  Mrs.  W.  B.  Sinclair  and  well  directed  by  Mrs.  W.  C. 
Allen.  This  pageant  displayed  beautifully  many  scenes 
of  both  past  and  present.  It  was  pronounced  a  remark- 
able success. 

The  history  of  the  church,  prepared  by  the  com- 
mittee recently  appointed,  was  presented  in  part. 

Governor  James  M.  Broughton  of  Raleigh  was 
scheduled  to  appear  on  the  program,  but  to  the  disap- 
pointment of  all,  he  was  prevented  at  the  last  moment 
from  corning. 

Taken  all  in  all,  it  was  a  glorious  week  for  the  First 
Baptist  Church. 


A.    I.     JUSTICE 


Following  is  an  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the 
Carolina  Association  in  regard  to  the  life  and  passing 
of  Rev.  A.  I.  Justice,  to  whom  reference  has  previously 
been  made,  and  who,  at  times,  served  as  supply  pastor 
of  our  church: 

"A  mighty  warrior  has  laid  aside  his  sword  and  his  shield. 
Quiet  has  come  to  busy  hands;  rest,  to  weary  feet.  A  fruitful 
tree  has  borne  its  last  fruitage.  A  good  preacher  has  delivered 
his  last  sermon. 

"Rev.  Amos  I.  Justice,  an  earnest  Christian,  faithful  friend, 
constructive  preacher,  missionary,  and  saint  of  God,  died  in  Ashe- 
ville,  N.  C,  December  21,  1945.  He  was  94  years  of  age  on 
December  8  and  the  oldest  Baptist  minister  in  point  of  service  in 
the  state  of  North  Carolina,  having  been  in  the  ministry  70  years. 
To  recount  his  useful  life  of  service  would  require  a  volume.  We 
request  the  Carolina  Association  to  dedicate  a  page  in  the  minutes 
to  his  memory,  including  the  use  of  his  picture." 

(Signed  by  N.  A.  Melton,  Noah  Hollowell,  and  A.  V.  Reese) 

For  many  years  he  was  a  familiar  figure  at  our 
church  services  in  the  old  building  at  the  corner  of 
Fourth  Avenue  and  Washington  Street.  He  always  sat 
on  the  front  seat  directly  in  front  of  the  speaker.  Upon 
one  occasion  he  is  known  to  have  remarked  to  his  pastor, 
Dr.  Seigler: 

"Preacher,  I  can't  hear  a  word  you  say.  But  I  always 
come  to  set  a  good  example." 

On  May  8,  1946,  Allard  Garren  was  elected  as  our 


Educational  Director.  When  approached  upon  the  sub- 
ject, he  let  it  be  known  that  he  had  not  previously  con- 
sidered taking  up  educational  work.  But  after  prayer 
and  serious  consideration,  he  accepted  the  work  and 
threw  his  whole  being  into  the  work  from  that  day 
forward.  He  is  a  remarkable  example  of  a  "home  boy" 
making  good  at  home.  After  three  and  one  half  years  of 
effective  work,  he  resigned  to  enter  the  Louisville  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  from  which  he  later  graduated.  He 
was  ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry  on  August  16,  1950. 
He  served  effectively  for  a  few  years  as  pastor  of  the 
local  Valley  Hill  Baptist  Church,  from  which  he  re- 
signed to  become  Educational  Director  of  the  Calvary 
Baptist  Church  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

On  September  11,  1946,  occurred  the  ordination 
of  Zeb  Brookshire  to  the  gospel  ministry.  Since  that  time 
he  has  served  as  pastor  in  various  churches  of  our 
association,  at  the  present  time  being  pastor  at  Tracey 
Grove.  In  the  recent  beer  and  wine  election,  he  was  the 
leader  of  the  local  dry  forces. 

In  the  spring  of  1948  the  appeal  of  "Georgia"  be- 
came so  great  that  Dr.  Seigler  yielded  to  it  and  resigned 
to  take  up  the  pastorate  of  the  Cascade  Baptist  Church 
in  Atlanta.  He  is  now  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Douglasville,  Georgia,  to  which  he  claims  Atlanta  as  the 
largest  suburb. 
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Beautiful  and  sincere  were  the  tributes  and  words 
of  appreciation  paid  to  him  and  his  family  at  their  leav- 
ing us. 

On  September  29,  1948,  F.  Doug  Hills  was  made 


church  clerk.  He  served  faithfully  in  many  capacities 
around  the  church  for  several  years.  He  did  a  remarkable 
piece  of  work  in  collecting,  revising,  and  compiling  the 
church  records.  Truly,  he  was  a  "full  time"  church  clerk. 


MINISTER    OF    MUSIC 


Following  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  P.  F.  Sudduth 
who  had  served  long  and  faithfully  as  choir  director, 
there  was  considerable  agitation  for  securing  a  full-time 
minister  of  music.  The  demand  seemed  to  be  greater 
than  the  supply.  Finally  on  November  21,  1948,  Mrs. 
Charles  Morrow,  Chairman  of  the  music  committee, 
reported  that  such  a  person  had  been  found,  naming 
Miss  Lillian  Howell  of  Enfield,  N.  C,  a  graduate  of  the 
School  of  Music  in  our  Louisville  Seminary.  Miss  Howell 
came  to  us  in  December,  and  fortunate  for  us  was  that 
day  she  came.  She  enrolled  people  of  all  ages  in  her 
various  choirs  and  from  that  day  forward  never  allowed 
a  dull  moment  in  music.  Her  pleasing  personality  ap- 
pealed to  all  alike,  and  in  a  short  time  she  had  nearly 
everybody  trying  to  sing. 

Miss  Howell  was  a  hard  worker  and  devoted  her- 
self fully  to  her  task.  Hers  was  a  consecrated  life.  She 
specialized  in  the  spiritual.  She  knew  how  to  select 
songs  suitable  for  the  occasion.  In  addition  to  her 
choir  work,  she  did  a  great  deal  of  individual  work. 
She  filled  effectively  a  very  wide  need  in  our  church  life 
for  the  next  seven  years,  and  there  was  almost  universal 
grief  at  her  resignation  on  September  13,  1955,  to  take 
up  similar  work  in  another  field.  She  is  now  engaged  in 
the  work  of  public  school  music. 

Following  her  resignation  and  until  a  successor  could 
be  found,  Mrs.  Velma  Huggins  Ramsey,  one  of  our  local 
girls,  filled  the  gap  faithfully  and  well. 

There  was  a  space  of  approximately  one  year  between 
the  resignation  of  Dr.  Seigler  and  the  election  of  his 
successor.  In  this  interval  our  church  was  supplied  at 
various  times  by  such  notables  as  Dr.  J.  L.  White,  form- 
erly pastor  of  large  churches  in  Miami  and  Jacksonville; 
Dr.  Willis  E.  Howard,  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 


of  Oklahoma  City;  Dr.  E.  F.  Haight  of  Furman  Uni- 
versity and  now  Editor  of  Points  for  Emphasis;  Dr.  John 
Bozard  of  Limestone  College;  Dr.  Marshall  Mott,  form- 
erly of  the  Ardmore  Church  in  Winston-Salem;  Dr.  J.  C. 
Canipe,  N.  C.  Mission  Secretary  and  now  President  of 
the  Baptist  State  Convention;  Dr.  W.  F.  Powell  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  Dr. 
J.  O.  Williams  of  the  Sunday  School  Board. 

Below  is  a  tribute  to  Dr.  Seigler,  written  by  Mrs. 
Izorah  Reese  Allison,  daughter  of  Evangelist  A.  V. 
Reese,  long  a  faithful  member  of  our  church,  but  now 
a  resident  of  Cairo,  Georgia. 

"Dr.  Seigler  was  a  busy  man,  but  never  too  busy 
to  spend  an  hour  with  the  sick.  Many  people  who  were 
ill,  many  who  were  crippled  and  confined  to  wheel- 
chairs, unable  to  attend  services  in  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
were  comforted  by  his  visits;  their  last  months  on  earth 
were  happier  because  Dr.  Seigler  passed  their  way  and 
prayed  with  them. 

"Young  people  interested  in  giving  their  talents  and 
their  fives  in  Christian  service  were  his  particular  care. 
It  was  interesting  to  watch  them  develop  into  active, 
useful  Christians  under  his   guidance. 

"His  consecrated  life,  his  radiant  Christian  spirit, 
his  eloquence  in  preaching,  his  qualities  of  leadership, 
his  winsome  personality,  and  his  tireless  service  to 
others  endeared  him  not  only  to  the  members  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church,  but  also  to  the  people  throughout 
the  whole  Carolina  Association. 

"His  self-sacrificing  labor,  personal  charm,  noble 
fortitude,  lofty  precepts,  and  Christian  ideals  will  remain 
a  last  benediction  to  those  fortunate  enough  to  have 
been  associated  with  him." 


D.    H.    DANIEL 


On  March  16,  1949,  there  came  to  us  as  pastor  the 
Rev.  D.  H.  Daniel  from  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Conway,  S.  C.  He  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  had  served 
as  pastor  in  various  places,  and  had  been  Training  Union 
Secretary  for  the  state  of  South  Carolina.  His  preaching 
was  characterized  by  a  tenderness  rarely  excelled.  He 
made  a  strong  and  effective  appeal  to  young  people, 
many  of  whom  enlisted  for  the  first  time  in  the  cause 
of  Christ,  and  many  others  rededicated  themselves  to 


His  cause.  He  knew  thoroughly  the  Baptist  program. 
He  threw  his  whole  influence  and  energy  into  the  church 
building  program. 

On  May  15,  1949,  Roy  C.  Bennett,  the  new  chairman 
of  the  building  committee,  made  a  report  for  the  com- 
mittee. It  was  made  clear  that  the  cost  of  previous  and 
elaborate  plans  of  constructing  a  combined  sanctuary 
and  educational  building  was  prohibitive.  Therefore, 
the  committee,  considering  an  educational  building  the 


First  Baptist  Church  of  Hendersonvuxe 


47 


greater  need,  was  recommending  the  construction  of  the 
latter  at  this  time  and  a  delay  for  the  former.  The  church 
heartily  endorsed  the  action  of  the  committee,  and 
entered  enthusiastically  into  the  program.  Ground  break- 
ing exercises  were  held  on  August  7,  1949,  and  the 
contract  for  construction  was  awarded  to  Fiske-Carter 
Construction  Company  on  September  14,  1949,  at  a 
cost  of  $198,711.  This  cost,  with  a  few  minor  changes, 
added  to  the  cost  of  the  equipment  made  a  total  invest- 
ment of  approximately  $240,000,  and  gave  us  one  of 
the  best  educational  plants  in  all  the  land. 

For  their  efforts  in  this  building  program,  too  much 
praise  cannot  be  heaped  upon  the  heads  of  our  pastor 
and  our  chairman,  who  had  devoted  so  many  hours  of 
study  and  work  to  the  task,  and  also  of  W.  B.  Sinclair, 
who  as   chairman   of   the    equipment   committee,    had 


scrutinized  so  painstakingly  every  article  of  furnishing 
and  every  price,  and  likewise  the  Fiske-Carter  Construc- 
tion Company  for  a  job  well  done. 

To  make  room  for  this  building  it  had  been  neces- 
sary to  remove  the  brick-annex,  the  old  Lewis  house, 
and  the  old  pastorium,  all  of  which  had  accommodated 
several  Sunday  School  classes  and  training  union  groups. 
Thus  it  was  necessary  to  combine  classes  and  depart- 
ments for  the  time  being.  All  adult  groups  were  combined 
into  one  large  class  for  the  Sunday  School  hour  in  the 
old  auditorium  under  the  teaching  of  Prof.  R.  G.  Anders, 
reputed  to  be  one  of  the  best  teachers  to  be  found  any- 
where. He  was  Superintendent  of  the  Henderson  County 
Schools  for  32  years,  and  to  him  is  due  largely  the  organi- 
zation and  the  efficiency  of  the  county  school  system.  He 
has  been  teacher  of  the  Keystone  class  for  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century. 


AN  EDUCATIONAL  BUILDING 


The  new  educational  building  was  occupied  for  the 
first  time  on  July  23,  1950,  at  which  time  the  Sunday 
School  and  the  Training  Union  broke  all  previous  at- 
tendance records,  there  being  804  in  Sunday  School  at- 
tendance and  198  in  Training  Union.  Many  new  classes 
and  departments  had  been  set  up,  and  many  new  workers 
enlisted.  From  that  day  forward  there  has  been  a  marked 
increase  in  all  departments.  In  making  comparisons  be- 
tween the  year  preceding  our  entrance  into  the  new 
building  and  the  year  following,  we  note  the  following 
gains:  The  Sunday  School  enrollment  increased  15%  and 
the  average  attendance,  26%;  the  B.  T.  U.  enrolment  in- 
creased 29%  and  the  average  attendance,  20%;  the  total 
offerings  increased  21%,  while  the  offerings  for  missions 
increased  40%  Much  of  the  success  in  a  new  and  en- 
larged program   was   due   to   the  wise   planning   of   a 


new  educational  director,  Miss  Hannah  Brummitt,  of 
Oxford,  N.  C,  who  had  come  to  us  on  June  10,  1950, 
and  was  a  graduate  of  our  Southwestern  Seminary.  No 
lovelier  personality  ever  entered  the  educational  field. 
She  was  the  peer  of  the  best.  She  was  completely  un- 
selfish and  entirely  dedicated  to  her  work.  Daily  she 
threw  every  ounce  of  her  energy  and  devotion  into  the 
work.  Her  ability  and  consecration  were  recognized,  not 
only  locally,  but  also  throughout  the  state  and  through 
our  whole  convention,  and  her  services  and  contribution 
were  in  great  demand.  She  had  many  tempting  offers  for 
work  in  other  places,  but  she  chose  to  remain  here  until 
September  25,  1954,  when  she  yielded  to  a  call  from 
our  Sunday  School  Board  to  become  Superintendent  of 
Cradle  Roll  work.  In  the  summer  of  1957  she  became 
Mrs.  F.  Douglas  Hills,  of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  is 
continuing  her  work  with  the  Sunday  School  Board. 


A.    J.    NEILSEN 


Many  tributes  of  love  and  respect  were  paid  to  the 
memory  of  the  beloved  Rev.  A.  J.  Neilsen  who  passed 
away  on  February  7,  1950.  Mr.  Neilsen  was  born  in  Den- 
mark on  December  20,  1866,  was  ordained  at  the  Rut- 
ledge  Avenue  Baptist  Church  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  on 
April  24,  1898,  and  had  spent  50  years  in  the  ministry. 
He  had  been  instrumental  in  the  organizing  of  several 
churches  including  Rutledge  Avenue,  Hampton  Park, 
Mt.  Pleasant,  and  John's  Island,  all  in  the  Charleston 
area.  He  was  a  great  teacher  and  Bible  scholar  and  his 
services  were  constantly  in  demand. 


On  April  22,  1951,  occurred  the  surprise  resignation 
of  Mr.  Daniel  as  pastor.  It  was  hard  for  his  friends  to 
reconcile  the  fact  of  his  resignation  with  the  further  fact 
that  52  people  had  joined  the  church  during  the  month 
of  April,  33  of  whom  came  through  the  Rev.  C.  B. 
Howard  revival,  and  also  that  seven  joined  on  the  night 
of  his  resignation.  Many  efforts  were  made  to  persuade 
him  to  remain,  but  he  firmly  beleived  it  his  duty  to  go 
to  the  church  at  Belton,  S.  C.  as  pastor.  His  resignation 
was  accepted  reluctantly,  but  many  were  the  prayers 
of  his  friends  for  him  as  he  went  to  his  new  field. 
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VICTOR    E.    RECTOR 


During  this  period  our  church  lost  by  death  on 
March  10,  1951,  that  unique  character,  Victor  E.  Rector, 
a  native  South  Carolinian,  one  who  had  served  his 
native  state  in  the  legislature,  had  been  a  teacher  of 
note,  had  served  his  association  as  moderator  for  three 
terms,  and  had  never  been  known  to  say  "no"  when 
called  upon  to  fill  a  speaking  engagement,  teach  a  Sun- 
day School  class,  or  a  study  course. 

The  following  beautiful  tribute  was  paid  to  Mr. 
Daniel  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gary  E.  Harthcock: 

"As  strangers  to  Hendcrsonville  in  June  1949,  we 
were  impressed  by  the  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church. 
We  were  seeking  out  a  church  home  because  we  had 
just  moved  here  to  live  and  establish  a  business  of  our 
own.  D.  H.  Daniel,  through  his  natural  warmth  and 
sincerity,  won  us  over  to  himself  and  to  his  church. 
Week  by  week  and  month  by  month  his  influence  made 
itself  felt  more  deeply  in  our  lives.  He  was  transferring 
our  admiration  and  love  from  himself  to  his  Saviour. 
We  were  both  Christians  already,  but  Christ  had  never 
seemed  as   real    as    when    Mr.    Daniel    was   preaching. 


Through  his  patient  explanations  and  contagious  en- 
thusiasm we  began  to  see  his  God  and  his  Saviour.  "Prac- 
ticing the  Presence  of  God"  became  a  household  phrase 
with  us.  Real  spiritual  growth  began  to  take  place  for 
the  first  time  in  our  lives.  So  great  was  his  ability  to 
win  people  over  to  Christ  and  to  show  them  a  workable 
relationship  with  Him  that  we  witnessed  a  miracle 
throughout  our  church.  People  were  feeling  and  exper- 
iencing the  same  things  that  we  were.  Young  and  old 
alike  rejoiced  at  the  wonderful  Christian  fellowship 
within  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Hendcrsonville. 

The  full  effect  of  his  ministry  among  us  may  never 
be  known  in  this  life.  Even  as  this  is  written  the  spark 
that  he  fanned  into  brightness  is  moving  out  from  the 
borders  of  the  local  church.  As  a  pebble  ripples  the  calm 
water,  his  influence  is  still  spreading  in  an  ever-widening 
circle. 

The  Lord  truly  blessed  the  brief  two-year  ministry  of 
D.  H.  Daniel  in  our  community.  May  He  continue  to 
bless  him  and  his  wonderful  family  wherever  his  min- 
istry takes  him." 


MACK    M.    GOSS 


On  July  29,  1951,  there  was  elected  to  the  pastorate 
the  Rev.  Mack  M.  Goss,  Pastor  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Hartsville,  S.  C.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Mercer 
University  and  of  Andover  Newton  Theological  Semi- 
nary. He  had  been  pastor  of  other  churches  in  South 
Carolina,  and  in  Hartsville  he  had  been  instrumental  in 
the  establishing  of  several  missions. 

He  came  to  us  on  the  second  Sunday  in  September, 
and  at  once  took  up  the  work  in  a  vigorous  manner.  He 
understands  thoroughly  the  whole  program  of  Baptists, 
and  is  not  afraid  of  hard  work.  Under  his  leadership  for 
the  past  six  years  many  worthy  things  have  been  ac- 
complished and  the  work  is  going  forward  in  a  great  way. 
But  to  get  a  better  view  of  the  present  situation  and 
of  the  esteem  in  which  our  pastor  is  held,  let  us  quote 
from  Johnnie  Jackson,  our  esteemed  and  proficient 
"handy-man",  and  one  who  is  an  artist  along  so  many 
lines: 

"Since  our  church  was  organized  in  1844  we  have 
been  fortunate  in  having  a  continuous  succession  of  able 
pastors.  We  are  happy  to  consider  Mr.  Goss  among  this 
illustrious  group. 

"We  have  been  impressed  with  his  earnestness  and 
sincerity.  His  energy  seems  boundless.  You  may  see 
him  in  Hendersonville,  somewhere  in  the  county,  and 
in  other  cities  on  the  same  day,  giving  the  ministry  of  the 
church  to  the  sick  and  to  others,  whether  they  are  mem- 


bers of  our  church,  or  other  churches,  or  to  those  who 
have  no  church  affiliation. 

"When  Mr.  Goss  came  to  our  church,  we  had  an 
average  Sunday  School  attendance  of  575.  At  this  time, 
six  years  later  our  average  is  825,  and  on  occasions  we 
have  reached  1000  in  attendance.  Mr.  Goss  would  not 
take  credit  for  this,  but  we  know  he  has  contributed  in 
no  small  way. 

"We  appreciate  our  pastor  for  what  he  is  and  what 
he  means  to  us.  We  know  also  that  he  is  appreciated 
and  widely  known  in  Baptist  circles  throughout  the  land. 
Presently  he  is  serving  his  second  term  on  the  Relief 
and  Annuity  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
and  at  the  recent  session  of  the  Baptist  State  Conven- 
tion, he  was  elected  as  a  member  of  the  North  Carolina 
Baptist  Historical  Commission.  His  effectiveness  in 
organization,  and  his  ability  to  create  interest  in  Sun- 
day School  work  had  been  recognized  by  the  Sunday 
School  Board.  In  the  year  1955  he  was  asked  by  the 
Board  to  go  to  Los  Angeles,  California,  to  participate 
in  a  Sunday  School  clinic  that  was  being  sponsored 
by  the  Board.  He  did  a  great  work  in  the  Hollydale 
Baptist  Church.  He  is  also  a  trustee  for  North  Carolina 
Baptist  Children's  Homes  as  well  as  a  member  of  the 
Program  Planning  Committee  of  our  State  Convention. 

"During  his  ministry  he  has  contributed  to  the 
Builder,  Open  Windows,  and  other  publications,  through 
which  he  has  imparted  many  thoughts  of  inspiration. 
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"We  are  impressed  by  his  great  qualities  of  leader- 
ship, and  yet  we  are  equally  impressed  by  the  way 
he  takes  his  place  as  an  humble  servant,  giving  of  him- 
self to  the  Lord's  work.  We  are  inspired  by  his  sermons. 

"As  we  recognize  the  part  he  is  taking  in  our  church 
history,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  pay  him  this  tribute." 

On  September  19,  1951,  the  church  for  the  first 
time  in  its  history  of  107  years  elected  men  to  the  hon- 
orary deaconship,  these  being  Judge  R.  H.  Staton,  Foster 
Bennett,  and  Charles  B.  Turner.  These  were  staunch  men 
of  character.  Their  records  were  unimpeachable.  They 
had  served  in  various  places  of  service,  both  in  church 
and  community.  Judge  Staton  had  served  as  Sheriff  of 
Henderson  County,  Postmaster  of  Hendersonville,  Judge 
of  the  County  Court,  deacon  of  his  church,  as  well  as 
Sunday  School  Superintendent.  Mr.  Bennett  was  a  man 
of  deep  conviction.  Truly  he  had  every  requirement 
of  a  good  deacon.  For  the  last  17  years  of  his  life,  he  was 
an  invalid.  This  was  only  physical — neither  spiritual  nor 
mental.  Many  who  visited  him  to  carry  inspiration  came 
away  with  inspiration.  Before  his  passing  away  on  Jan- 
uary 23,  1956,  he  was  preceded  by  his  good  wife  on 
August  19,  1950.  She  had  ministered  to  him  so  faith- 
fully. For  many  years  she  held  the  distinction  of  being 
one  of  the  three  oldest  members  of  the  church  in  point 
of  service.  To  our  great  delight,  Mr.  Turner  is  still  with 
us,  though  inactive  on  account  of  the  state  of  his  health. 
He  has  held  various  places  of  honor  and  service  in  his 
church  and  county,  and  has  served  his  day  well. 

At  his  passing  on  January  21,  1952,  Judge  Staton 
broke  up  the  famous  Staton-Jackson-Shipman  trio,  com- 
posed of  men  who  for  many  years  had  made  a  familiar 
and  pleasing  picture  as  they  sat  together  in  so  many 
services  of  worship.  The  second  to  go  was  Brownlow 
Jackson,  the  father  of  our  much  esteemed  "Johnnie".  He 
had  served  his  church  in  his  quiet  and  regular  way, 
and  had  served  his  country  as  United  States  Marshal. 

The  third  member  of  the  trio  is  Judge  J.  E.  Ship- 
man,  whose  activity  is  the  envy  of  many  people  much 
younger  in  years.  Many  honors  have  been  heaped  upon 
him  both  by  his  church  and  his  community.  He  has  been 
Judge  of  the  County  Court  for  many  years,  and  could 
have  had  many  higher  honors  had  he  not  preferred  to 
give  his  life  and  service  to  home  people.  He  is  ever  an 
optimist.  Many  yet  remember  what  the  record  entitles 
his  "Wonderful-Spirit-Speech"  of  May  13,  1953,  in  which 
he  praised  the  spirit  of  our  people,  as  preparations  were 
being  made  for  more  building  activity. 

In  January  1952,  the  records  indicate  considerable 
agitation  over  the  probability  of  the  appointment  of  a 
representative  to  the  Vatican  on  the  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  Many  letters  were  written  to 
congressmen  and  senators  in  opposition  to  the  move,  and 
there  are  on  record  many  replies,  most  of  them  favorable 
to  our  position. 


A  high  spot  of  this  period  was  the  Pollard-Leath 
revival  of  March  9  to  March  21,  1952,  as  a  result  of  which 
36  people  were  baptized  into  the  membership  of  our 
church,  and  30  came  in  by  letter  or  statement. 

At  the  business  meeting  on  May  10,  1952,  a  resolu- 
tion was  passed  to  remove  the  steeple  from  the  old 
church  building  as  a  measure  of  precaution.  This  action 
took  place  soon  afterwards. 

In  May,  1952,  there  was  named  a  planning  com- 
mission consisting  of  15  members  to  study  conditions 
and  recommend  plans  for  the  future.  At  the  head  of 
this  commission  was  placed  Gary  Harthcock,  a  young 
man  who  spent  in  the  months  following  many  hours  in 
research  and  plans  for  building  a  new  sanctuary.  This 
commission  was  active  until  actual  building  plans  had 
been  adopted. 

John  Folds  Rymer,  born  at  Erwin,  Pennsylvania, 
nephew  of  our  good  workers,  Misses  Mamie  and  Jemima 
Rymer,  was  ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry  on  No- 
vember 30,  1952.  He  is  a  valued  worker  in  our  Caro- 
lina Association,  and  at  present,  is  pastor  of  the  Etowah 
and  Mills  River  Churches. 

Sometime  in  the  year  1952,  our  efficient  finance 
chairman,  Roy  Huggins,  in  reference  to  the  balance  of 
the  debt  on  the  educational  building,  coined  the  now 
famous  phrase,  "Debt-free-by-53".  It  seems  that  every- 
body responded  nobly,  and  this  became  an  accomplished 
fact  as  announced  in  the  bulletin  of  January  4,  1953, 
after  which  was  held  a  note-burning  ceremony. 

The  canceling  of  the  old  debt  seemed  to  release 
fresh  energy  and  enthusiasm  for  building,  and  plans 
were  made  on  May  13,  1953,  for  looking  over  the  field 
of  architects.  Matters  progressed  until  February  10  of 
the  following  year  when  Gary  Harthcock  presented 
tentative  plans  for  a  new  auditorium,  and  W.  E.  Freeman 
of  Greenville,  S.  C.  was  elected  as  architect.  The  plans 
presented  were  adopted,  subject  to  any  necessary  change 
which  might  appear  later. 

In  the  midst  of  these  preparations  for  building  the 
church  incurred  a  distinct  loss  in  the  removal  of  the 
Keith  Arledge  family  from  the  city,  due  to  a  transfer  by 
the  Duke  Power  Company.  Keith  was  chairman  of  the 
board  of  deacons  at  the  time,  and  had  been  very  in- 
fluential in  the  upward  surge  and  interest  of  the  younger 
part  of  our  church  members. 

On  April  7,  1954,  Allen  Brown  was  recommended 
to  the  School  of  Music  in  our  Seminary  at  Louisville, 
Kentucky.  He  completed  his  training  there,  and  is  now 
minister  of  music  at  Trinity  Baptist  Church,  Norfolk, 
Virginia. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  June  following  there  was  un- 
veiled at  the  corner  of  Sixth  Avenue  West  and  Flemming 
Street  a  historical  marker  in  memory  of  old  Judson  Col- 
lege, which  had  stood  three  blocks  to  the  south-west. 
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Over  A  Century  of  Progress 


Appropriate  exercises  were  held  with  Judge   Shipman 
as  chief  speaker. 

During  the  latter  days  of  1954  and  the  early  days 
of  the  following  year  there  was  considerable  unrest  due 
to  the  suspected  dangerous  condition  of  the  old  auditor- 
ium. The  building  was  condemned  by  local  authorities 
and  finally  by  the  state  building  inspector,  with  the  re- 
sult that  on  January  5,  1955,  our  church  voted  to  abandon 
the  old  structure.  It  will  prove  of  interest  to  note  that 
the  last  meeting  held  in  the  building  was  the  Training 
Union  "M"  Night  meeting  of  the  Carolina  Association 
when  the  building  was  crowded  to  capacity.  At  this  time 
our  total  church  membership  was  1788. 

This  action  necessitated  our  transferring  the  place 


of  worship  to  the  auditorium  of  the  educational  build- 
ing, where  our  pastor  has  conducted  two  Sunday  morn- 
ing worship  services  ever  since,  so  as  to  accommodate 
more  people.  It  also  necessarily  hastened  the  building 
plans,  so  that  on  February  6,  1955,  the  full  morning  hour 
was  devoted  to  a  discussion  of  detailed  plans  with  the 
architects.  The  report  and  plans  of  the  architects  were 
accepted  and  adopted  by  the  church  unanimously. 

A  beautiful  life  was  cut  short  on  October  24,  1954, 
when  Mrs.  Harley  Shipman  passed  to  her  reward.  For 
many  years  she  had  been  a  leader  of  intermediates  and 
young  people,  who  as  long  as  they  live  can  never  for- 
get her  modesty  and  beauty  of  character.  One  of  our 
fine  Sunday  School  classes  is  named  in  her  honor,  the 
Vesta  Shipman  Class. 


NEW    STAFF    MEMBERS 


On  March  2,  1955,  Miss  Zella  Woody  was  elected  as 
our  Educational  Director,  and  a  short  time  later  she  came 
to  us  and  took  up  her  work  with  zeal  and  enthusiasm. 
She  is  a  graduate  of  our  training  school  in  Louisville, 
and  had  previously  been  in  educational  work  in  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Bessemer,  Alabama,  and  also  the 
First  Church  of  Durham.  She  has  many  original  ideas 
and  knows  how  to  put  them  through.  She  has  made  her- 
self so  indispensable  that  "Where's  Woody"  has  become 
a  very  frequently  used  expression.  She  enters  into  every 
phase  of  our  work. 

For  the  past  several  years  interest  had  been  accumu- 
lating for  the  adding  of  a  kindergarten  to  the  activities  of 
our  church,  and  a  committee  had  been  considering  the 
matter.  On  April  24,  1955,  a  motion  was  passed  that  we 
install  this  phase  of  work,  and  two  months  later  Mrs. 
W.  K.  Shipp  recommended  for  the  committee  the  elec- 
tion of  Bob  Goode  for  this  work.  The  recommendation 
was  accepted  unanimously,  and  Bob  came  to  us  a  short 
time  later.  In  his  quiet  and  unassuming  way,  he  has 
made  this  a  very  vital  part  of  our  church  work,  together 
with  his  work  as  elementary  worker.  He  is  truly  one 
man  who  knows  and  understands  little  children.  In  this 
work  he  is  ably  assisted  by  Mrs.  Rudolph  Staton,  super- 
intendent of  one  of  our  nursery  departments.  Mrs.  Staton 
and  Mrs.  A.  R.  Karling,  superintendent  of  a  beginner 
department  have  for  some  time  had  the  honor  of  leading 
standard  departments  in  our  Sunday   School. 

The  search  of  the  music  committee  for  a  successor  to 
Miss  Howell  began  in  the  fall  of  1955,  and  was  not  re- 
warded until  February  29,  1956,  when  Boyd  Sutton  was 
discovered  and  elected  as  Minister  of  Music.  He  was 
recommended  as  among  the  best  that  go  out  from  the 
School  of  Music  in  Louisville,  Kentucky.  It  was  really 
a  good  discovery,  a  two-in-one  combination,  as  his  wife, 
Joan,  is  also  talented  in  music,  and  is  a  Louisville  grad- 


uate. Their  music  and  their  personalities  are  endearing 
them  to  us  and  to  all  who  come  into  contact  with  them. 

On  June  1,  1955  the  Board  of  Deacons  presented  to 
the  church  a  resolution  that  a  permanent  building  com- 
mittee be  appointed.  This  was  acted  upon  with  favor- 
able and  unanimous  action,  and  at  a  special  meeting 
on  June  26,  the  following  were  presented  as  nominees 
of  the  nominating  committee  and  were  elected  by  the 
church:  M.  L.  Walker,  chairman,  Blake  Wells,  B.  B. 
Massagee,  J.  E.  Shipman,  C.  F.  Jervis,  W.  W.  Martin,  Jr., 
R.  L.  Gaffney,  G.  C.  Peebles,  Mrs.  J.  O.  Bell,  Jr.,  Mrs. 
Kate  Durham,  Mrs.  James  Dishner,  W.  F.  Folsom,  W.  B. 
Sinclair,  Miss  Charlotte  Turner,  Mingus  Shipman,  Gary 
Harthcock,  and  Frank  Neville.  These  names  were  pre- 
sented by  Mrs.  Orlette  Drake  Lane,  the  lamented  and 
much  beloved  chairman  of  the  nominating  committee, 
who  passed  to  her  glorious  reward  on  July  15,  1956. 

Among  the  more  active  members  of  the  committee 
were  the  chairman,  M.  L.  Walker,  who  devoted  hours 
of  time  to  the  task,  has  been  teacher  of  the  Walker 
Bible  class  for  many  years,  had  served  his  church  in 
many  places  of  service,  and  for  ten  years  had  served  as 
moderator  of  the  Carolina  Association,  as  moderator, 
reputed  to  be  one  of  the  most  efficient  in  the  state;  W.  W. 
Martin,  Jr.,  chairman  of  the  construction  committee, 
with  a  thorough  knowledge  of  building,  and  giving  him- 
self and  many  hours  of  time  unselfishly  to  the  task;  W.  B. 
Sinclair,  chairman  of  the  equipment  committee,  who  had 
served  in  a  similar  capacity  for  furnishing  the  educational 
building,  and  who  through  the  years  had  served  his 
church  in  almost  ever  phase  of  usefulness;  B.  B.  Mas- 
sagee, who  as  a  genius  in  finances,  had  handled  the 
building  funds,  now  reaching  a  total  of  $79,464.96;  and 
Miss  Charlotte  Turner,  who  as  secretary,  had  handled 
the  correspondence  of  the  committee.  Her  efficiency  as 
church  librarian  through  the  years  is  outstanding. 
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On  June  26,  1956,  a  contract  for  the  contruction  of 
a  building  consisting  of  an  auditorium,  church  offices, 
and  class  rooms  was  awarded  to  W.  G.  Hollifield  of  Ashe- 
ville,  N.  C,  at  a  contract  price  not  to  exceed  $335,000. 
This  limit  was  raised  to  $340,000  by  action  of  the  church 
on  September  4,  1957. 

Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Imperial  Life 
Insurance  Company  to  borrow  $200,000.  The  old  build- 
ing was  torn  away,  and  work  was  begun  on  the  new 
structure  with  the  expectation  that  it  could  be  completed 
within  one  year.  However,  delays  caused  chiefly  by  the 
inability  to  secure  steel,  have  resulted,  and  it  is  now  the 
expectation  that  the  building  will  be  ready  for  occupancy 
at  the  beginning  of  the  new  year,  1958. 

On  August  1,  1956,  Joe  Bennett  was  licensed  to 
preach  the  gospel,  and  soon  afterwards  he  entered  the 
Southeastern  Theological  Seminary  at  Wake  Forest. 

On  November  7,  of  the  same  year  there  is  the  follow- 
ing notation  in  the  minutes  of  the  church  business  meet- 
ing: "Our  church  was  signally  honored  at  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  in  Winston- 
Salem  by  the  re-election  of  our  fellow  church  member, 
Dr.  J.  C.  Canipe,  as  President  of  the  convention,  the 
election  of  Donald  Adcox  as  President  of  the  State 
Brotherhood,  and  the  election  of  Gary  Harthcock  as 
membership  vice-president  of  the  Brotherhood."  Another 
fellow  church  member,  Wayne  Cole,  is  serving  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Western  District  Brotherhood. 

During  the  same  month  the  church  observed  the 
most  successful  pledge  day  in  its  history,  with  1,000 
subscribers  pledging  a  total  amount  for  all  causes  of 
$99,721.32.  This  period  witnessed  also  the  removal  of 
our  pastor  from  the  parsonage  to  his  own  new  place  of 
residence  on  the  Balsam  Boad,  at  which  place  the  Goss 
family  held  open  house  day  on  the  following  January  20. 

On  November  2,  occurred  the  passing  of  J.  Henry 
Burnett,  who  for  28  years  had  served  as  one  of  the 
secretaries  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  He  was 
always  a  great  believer  in  a  large  Sunday  School  at- 
tendance, and  he  had  the  habit  of  showing  his  approval 
with  a  nod  and  a  smile. 

Dr.  James  Baker  Cauthen,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  came  to  us  in  December  in  the 
midst  of  great  efforts  of  the  W.  M.  U.  under  the  enthus- 
iastic leadership  of  its  president,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Garren,  to 
raise  a  large  amount  for  the  Lottie  Moon  offering.  His 
coming  was  an  inspiration  to  the  church,  and  resulted  in 
a  fine  spirit  and  an  excellent  offering. 

At  the  previous  October  business  meeting  the  long 
and  efficient  service  of  Miss  Mary  Brooks  as  organist 
had  been  recognized.  The  church  showed  its  apprecia- 
tion of  her  faithfulness  and  efficiency  by  a  raise  in  salary, 
and  by  the  expressions  of  beautiful  tribute  to  her  beauti- 


ful character,  her  charm,  her  ability,  and  her  unassuming 
personality. 

Tribute  is  also  due  to  Miss  Elsie  Ficker,  who  for 
many  years  had  been  the  leader  of  Juniors  in  our  church, 
and  who  recently  had  found  it  necessary  to  assume  a 
less  active  role  on  account  of  the  care  of  worthy  parents. 
Her  consecration,  her  modesty,  and  her  example  have 
been  transplanted  into  many  young  lives. 

At  the  January,  1957,  business  meeting  there  was 
presented  the  request  of  Alvin  G  Jones  that  he  be 
licensed  to  preach.  The  request  was  granted,  and  on 
May  22,  following,  he  was  ordained  to  the  gospel  min- 
istry. He  is  now  serving  as  pastor  of  the  Fork  Creek 
Baptist  Church. 

It  may  prove  of  interest  to  record  here  a  notation 
from  the  records  of  March  6,  1957:  "For  the  benefit  of 
posterity  and  of  future  historians,  let  it  be  recorded  here 
that  the  steeple  on  the  new  church  auditorium  was  raised 
on  the  afternoon  of  March  4,  1957,  between  the  hours  of 
1:00  and  3:00  o'clock,  and  that  the.  spire  is  120  feet 
high." 

It  was  during  this  month  that  Bev.  Nane  Starnes  of 
the  West  Asheville  Baptist  Church  taught  a  large  group 
in  a  study  course,  using  the  book,  The  Way  Made  Plain, 
resulting  in  the  granting  of  70  awards. 

In  April  many  of  the  churches  of  our  association 
participated  in  a  simultaneous  revival.  Our  church  co- 
operated with  the  pastor  preaching.  A  good  spirit  pre- 
vailed and  there  were  23  additions  to  the  church. 

The  June  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  was  the 
largest  in  our  history,  witir  an  enrollment  of  323,  and 
an  average  attendance  of  272. 

The  associational  .year  1956-57  closed  with  a  total 
membership  of  1912,  of  which  number  415  were  non- 
resident. The  Sunday  School  enrollment  was  1663,  while 
the  B.  T.  U.  enrollment  was  391.  There  were  1430  books 
in  the  library.  The  total  offering  for  all  purposes  was 
$120,129.00.  A  total  of  $27,987  was  contributed  to  mis- 
sions, an  offering  which  exceeds  by  more  than  $7,000 
the  total  church  offerings  15  years  ago.  The  grand  total 
of  expenditures  for  the  year  was  $258,649,  a  large  part 
of  which  was  for  building.  In  making  comparisons  with 
1944,  our  centennial  year,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
the  membership  has  increased  37  percent,  the  Sunday 
School  enrollment,  110  percent,  the  B.  T.  U.  enrollment, 
190  percent,  total  contributions,  312  percent,  while  the 
mission  offering  and  benevolences  have  increased  400 
percent. 

The  total  amount  in  the  building  fund  at  this  date, 
September  4,  1957,  is  $193,212.  It  is  exepcted  that  this 
amount  will  be  greatly  increased  as  we  enter  whole- 
heartedly into  the  Tithers'  Prove-Me-Program  now  being 
inaugurated,  and  also  that  missions  and  current  under- 
takings will  profit  greatly. 
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Oveb  A  Centuhy  of  Progress 


We  are  nearing  the  end  of  this  sketch.  We  have 
mentioned  many  things  of  interest;  likewise,  many  have 
been  omitted  on  account  of  lack  of  space,  or  from  the 
mere  fact  that  they  were  never  recorded.  One  can  not 
look  over  the  history  of  the  past  without  being  impressed 


by  the  high  caliber  of  our  leadership  through  the  years. 
Men  and  women  have  labored  gloriously,  and  sacrificed 
unselfishly  that  we  might  stand  on  a  firm  foundation. 
And  so  many  people  have  had  a  part  in  our  glorious 
achievements. 


THIS    COULD    BE    YOU 


Perhaps  your  name  is  not  written  in  this  little  vol- 
ume. Many  worthy  names  are  not.  Perhaps  you  are  the 
pastor's  wife.  Well,  the  pastor  could  not  have  accom- 
plished his  great  achievements  without  you.  Perhaps 
you  were  one  of  the  ministers  who  made  up  a  worthy 
part  of  our  congregation,  you  co-operated  beautifully, 
and  added  much  to  our  church  life.  It  may  be  that  you 
were  a  deacon,  a  leader  in  the  W.  M.  U.,  a  Sunday  School 
or  a  B.  T.  U.  worker,  or  perhaps  you  were  a  member  of 
the  staff,  a  leader  in  Brotherhood  work,  a  worker  with 
boys  or  girls,  a  worker  in  the  kitchen,  a  member  of  the 
nominating  committee  or  another  committee,  an  usher, 
or  even  the  janitor.  You  could  have  been  a  shut-in,  or 
otherwise  providentially  hindered  from  active  service, 
or  your  chief  contribution  may  have  been  merely  a 
good  example  by  your  regular  presence;  if  so,  if  you 
have  co-operated,  if  you  have  filled  well  any  responsi- 
bility, if  you  have  really  done  your  best, 

This  IS  you! 

Ours  is  a  noble  heritage.  We  must  never  "let-down" 
those  who  have  preceded  us.  We  face  a  new  epoch.  We 
are  soon  to  enter  a  new  sanctuary.  We  shall  have  more 
space.  The  opportunities  will  be  greater,  and  likewise 


the  responsibilities.  Let  us  rise  to  meet  these  new 
obligations. 

A  committee  consisting  of  Johnnie  Jackson,  Noah 
Hollowell,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Stewart,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Garren,  and 
Mrs.  W.  K.  Shipp  is  busily  engaged  in  arranging  a 
program  for  the  week  of  our  entering  the  sanctuary. 
It  is  expected  that  all  living  former  pastors  will  have  a 
part  on  the  program,  as  well  as  men  prominent  in  our 
denominational  life,  including  leaders  of  our  various 
mission  boards.  The  church  pageant  written  by  Mrs. 
W.  B.  Sinclair,  with  a  new  chapter  added  by  her,  will 
be  presented. 

The  field  is  white  unto  harvest.  The  challenge  is 
great,  but  not  greater  than  our  ability  and  our  combined 
efforts  if  we  go  forward  under  the  leadership  of  the 
King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords. 

"Lead  on,  O  King  Eternal! 
The  day  of  march  has  come; 
Henceforth  in  fields  of  conquest 
Thy  tents  shall  be  our  home. 
Through  clays  of  preparation, 
Thy  grace  has  made  us  strong; 
And  now,  O  King  Eternal, 
We  lift  our  battle  song". 


INTERESTING    FACTS    ABOUT    OUR    NEW    BUILDING 


The  Contract  for  a  new  Church  building  for  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Hendersonville  was  let  in  June, 
1956.  The  Contract  was  awarded  to  the  W.  G.  Hollifield 
Construction  Co.  of  Asheville  for  the  sum  of  $333,560.00. 
This  included  the  Sanctuary  and  space  for  the  Church 
offices,  Pastor's  study,  choir  practice  room,  and  office 
for  the  minister  of  music  and  one  Sunday  School  depart- 
ment. The  original  plans  of  the  building  called  for  addi- 
tional space  for  a  Church  library  and  several  other  de- 
partments. However,  due  to  construction  costs  it  was 
necessary  to  leave  off  62  ft.  of  the  rear  section  of  the 
building  which  included  this  area. 

A  Ground  Breaking  Ceremony  was  held  on  Sunday, 
July  4,  1956.  The  builders  started  the  following  day  to 
excavate  for  the  new  building. 

The  overall  size  of  the  building  is  65  x  176  ft.  The 
Sanctuary  including  the  vestibule  is  65  x  112  ft.    The 


ceiling  height  in  the  sanctuary  is  30  ft.  at  the  highest 
point.  There  are  10  large  windows  in  the  sanctuary 
which  measure  6  ft.  wide  and  22  ft.  high.  The  glass  in 
these  windows  is  a  seedy  marine  antique  glass  with  a 
wine  shade  of  color  when  viewed  from  the  outside, 
but  no  color  is  noticeable  from  die  inside.  The  color 
is  primarily  to  prevent  glare. 

The  seating  capacity  of  the  main  floor  of  the  sanc- 
tuary is  S50  people.  The  balcony  will  seat  250,  and  the 
choir  will  accommodate  70,  making  a  total  capacity  of 
1170  persons. 

The  bell  tower  and  steeple  are  covered  with  copper 
and  measure  120  ft.  from  the  top  of  die  steeple  to  the 
ground  below.  On  the  extreme  top  stands  a  copper 
covered  Cross  which  is  five  feet  high  and  2V2  ft.  wide  at 
die  cross  arms. 

The  bell  from  the  old  Church  was  saved  and  is 
mounted  in  the  new  steeple.   It  is  to  be  rung  by  an  elec- 
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trie  motor  and  special  pulleys  and  gears  from  a  switch 
in  the  vestibule. 

The  steeple  is  lighted  at  night  by  four  large  flood 
lights  which  were  contributed  by  the  General  Electric 
Co.  The  lights  are  on  a  time  switch  which  turns  them 
on  and  off  automatically  each  night  and  the  control 
switch  has  a  built  in  feature  to  allow  for  the  varying 
length  of  the  days  of  the  year. 

The  building  is  heated  with  a  combination  hot  water 
and  warm  air  system  with  provision  for  air  conditioning 
equipment  to  be  added  later,  to  the  sanctuary.  The 
offices,  Pastor's  study,  choir  practice  area  and  educational 
space  is  heated  by  hot  water  baseboard  radiation.  The 
sanctuary,  choir  area  and  vestibule  are  heated  by  warm 
air  which  is  circulated  from  large  diffusers  in  the  ceiling. 
The  air  is  drawn  back  through  return  grilles  in  the  base- 
board along  the  outside  walls  and  under  the  pulpit  area. 
Some  outside  air  is  added  to  keep  it  fresh.  It  is  then  fil- 
tered, heated  by  a  large  hot  water  coil,  humidified  and 
returned  to  the  room.  The  system  can  circulate  as  much 
as   100%  outside  air  for  ventilation  as  conditions  require. 

The  hot  water  boiler  is  fired  with  natural  gas  and 
heats  water  for  the  Baptistry  as  well  as  the  heating 
system. 

In  the  basement  adjoining  the  furnace  room  are  two 
large  storage  rooms  for  supplies  and  miscellaneous 
equipment. 

The  interior  design  of  the  building  is  Early  Colonial 
with  some  22  columns  and  pilasters  reaching  from  floor 
to  ceiling  with  molded  bases  and  capitals  for  decoration. 
The  cornice  in  the  sanctuary  is  of  plaster,  most  of  which 
was  processed  on  the  job. 

In  addition  to  a  sound  system  which  has  four  speak- 
ers in  the  sanctuary  and  one  in  the  vestibule  there  are 
outlets  in  certain  areas  of  the  sanctuary  to  plug  in  hearing 
aid  devices  for  those  who  need  them. 


Behind  the  Baptistry  is  a  large  Memorial  window 
which  was  taken  from  the  old  Church  and  rebuilt  with 
new  steel  frame  and  new  lead  joints  throughout.  The 
glass  is  lighted  from  behind  with  16  8-ft.  fluorescent 
tubes.  The  window  was  given  by  the  Toms  family  in 
memory  of  Mrs.  Josephine  F.  Toms.  It  was  bought  in 
Belgium  in  1888  for  the  sum  of  $1800.00. 

The  pulpit  furniture  was  designed  especially  for  the 
Church  to  match  the  columns  and  interior  decoration. 
The  furniture  and  all  pews  were  made  and  installed  by 
the  Southern  Desk  Co.  in  Hickory,  N.  C. 

The  building  has  two  large  organ  chambers  at  2nd 
floor  level  on  each  side  of  the  choir  area.  These  rooms 
will  provide  space  for  a  large  pipe  organ  which  will  be 
installed  at  a  later  date.  At  the  present  time  an  electronic 
organ  has  been  purchased  to  use  until  that  time.  The 
electronic  organ  can  then  be  used  in  the  Chapel  of  the 
Educational  building. 

The  Architect  who  designed  the  building  is  W.  E. 
Freeman,  Jr.  &  Associates,  Greenville,  S.  C.  Mr.  Freeman 
has  had  considerable  experience  in  building  Churches 
and  is  a  Member  and  a  Deacon  of  the  Earl  Street  Baptist 
Church  in  Greenville. 

The  total  cost  of  die  building  is  approximately 
$420,000.00.  The  Church  has  borrowed  $200,000.00  from 
the  Southern  &  Western  Life  Insurance  Co.  (formerly 
Imperial  Life).  This  money  is  payable  in  monthly  in- 
stallments of  $2,122.00  for  a  period  of  ten  years.  The  inter- 
est rate  is  5%  and  the  first  payment  was  made  in  January, 
1958.  The  remainder  of  the  cost  of  the  building  has 
been  raised  by  the  Membership  over  the  past  few  years. 

The  new  building  and  equipment  when  added  to 
the  Church's  existing  modern  educational  building  and 
the  land  these  buildings  occupy,  will  represent  a  value 
of  almost  diree  quarters  of  a  million  dollars,  and  is  one 
of  die  finest  Church  plants  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 


